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Instructions for Exams: 

1. Attempt All Questions. 
2. Write answers in your own words and avoid copying from an internet source or any book.
3. Be precise, avoid unnecessary details, answer to each question must be between 600

words. 
4. Students are advised to upload their answer sheets/solutions on LMS portal as soon as they 

complete their answers and not to wait for 8:30 PM.
5. Submissions after due date & time will not be entertained. Attach undertaking with each 

course code which were allowed to attempt in Urdu.
6. If plagiarism found, Student may be declared fail.

Q. No. 

1 Using the techniques of ‘narrative essay’ as given in your course
essay of approximately 500 words on 
COVID-19 Lockdown’. If you are not familiar with PIMS Hospital and you are 
living outside Islamabad/Rawalpindi, you can write about any other major 
hospital of your city/area.  

2 Recall the techniques of ‘classification’ as an important feature of ‘academic 
writing’, write a ‘classification paragraph’ of approximately 350 words on 
‘BOOKS’ as a class and its various types as sub
your own taste for books by expressing which books do you like the most and 
why.  

3 Critically evaluate the following text and answer the qu
 
The first class I went to in college was philosophy, and it changed my life 
forever. Our first assignment was to write a short response paper to the Albert 
Camus essay “The Myth of Sisyphus.” I was extremely nervous about the 
assignment as well as college. However, through all the confusion in philosophy 
class, many of my questions abou
 
I entered college intending to earn a degree in engineering. I always liked the 
way mathematics had right and wrong answers. I understood the logic and was 
very good at it. So when I received my first philosophy assignment that asked
to write my interpretation of the Camus essay, I was instantly confused. What is 
the right way to do this assignment, I wondered? I was nervous about writing an 
incorrect interpretation and did not want to get my first assignment wrong. Even 
more troubling was that the professor refused to give us any guidelines on what 
he was looking for; he gave us total freedom. He simply said, “I want to see what 
you come up with.” 
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very good at it. So when I received my first philosophy assignment that asked me 
to write my interpretation of the Camus essay, I was instantly confused. What is 
the right way to do this assignment, I wondered? I was nervous about writing an 
incorrect interpretation and did not want to get my first assignment wrong. Even 

ling was that the professor refused to give us any guidelines on what 
he was looking for; he gave us total freedom. He simply said, “I want to see what 

 
30 



First, being full of anxiety, I set out to read Camus’s essay several times to make 
sure I really knew what was it was about. I did my best to take careful notes. Yet 
even after I took all these notes and knew the essay inside and out, I still did not 
know the right answer. What was my interpretation? I could think of a million 
different ways to interpret the essay, but which one was my professor looking 
for? In math class, I was used to examples and explanations of solutions. This 
assignment gave me nothing; I was completely on my own to come up with my 
individual interpretation. 
 
Next, when I sat down to write, the words just did not come to me. My notes and 
ideas were all present, but the words were lost. I decided to try every prewriting 
strategy I could find. I brainstormed, made idea maps, and even wrote an outline. 
Eventually, after a lot of stress, my ideas became more organized and the words 
fell on the page. I had my interpretation of “The Myth of Sisyphus,” and I had 
my main reasons for interpreting the essay. I remember being unsure of myself, 
wondering if what I was saying made sense, or if I was even on the right track. 
Through all the uncertainty, I continued writing the best I could. I finished the 
conclusion paragraph, had my spouse proofread it for errors, and turned it in the 
next day simply hoping for the best. 
 
Then, a week or two later, came judgment day. The professor gave our papers 
back to us with grades and comments. I remember feeling simultaneously afraid 
and eager to get the paper back in my hands. It turned out, however, that I had 
nothing to worry about. Finally, the professor gave me an A on the paper, and his 
notes suggested that I wrote an effective essay overall. He wrote that my reading 
of the essay was very original and that my thoughts were well organized. My 
relief and newfound confidence upon reading his comments could not be 
overstated. 
 
What I learned through this process extended well beyond how to write a college 
paper. In the end, I learned to be open to new challenges. Earlier, I never 
expected to enjoy a philosophy class and always expected to be a math and 
science person. Later on, this class and assignment, however, gave me the self-
confidence, critical-thinking skills, and courage to try a new career path. 
Subsequently, I left engineering and went on to study law and eventually became 
a lawyer. More importantly, that class and paper helped me understand education 
differently. Instead of seeing college as a direct stepping stone to a career, I 
learned to see college as a place to first learn and then seek a career or enhance 
an existing career. By giving me the space to express my own interpretation and 
to argue for my own values, my philosophy class taught me the importance of 
education for education’s sake. Towards the end, that realization continues to pay 
dividends every day. 
 
Questions: 

1. Enlist the sequence markers (transitional signals) from the text. 
2. Out of your list, use 10 sequence markers/transitional signals in your 

sentences.  
 


