ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD

(Department of English Language & Applied Linguistics)

	WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM THE AWARD OF A DEGREE/CERTIFICATE IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.


Course: Criticism (9074 / ENGL6004) 
Semester: Autumn, 2026
Level: BA/BS 

Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guide or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded on the LMS.

8.
Students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB.

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Units 1-5)
Q.1
Discuss the concepts of mimesis, catharsis, and tragedy in Aristotle’s Poetics. How do these concepts explain the artistic and emotional purpose of literature?

(20)
Q.2
Discuss the concepts of sublimity, grandeur of thought, and elevated language in Longinus’ On the Sublime. How do these elements contribute to literary greatness?
(20)
Q.3
In An Apology for Poetry, Sidney presents poetry as a powerful and meaningful form of knowledge. Examine his views on the nature and purpose of poetry and evaluate how he establishes its significance among literary forms.
(20)
Q.4
Dryden considers translation an act of creative reconstruction rather than literal reproduction. Discuss his views on translation, imitation, and poetic freedom in the Preface to the Fables. How are these concepts related to his theory of translation?
(20)
Q.5
Shakespeare’s plays reflect universal human nature and experience according to Samuel Johnson. Discuss Johnson’s views on Shakespeare’s representation of life and character.
(20)
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No. 2

(Units 6-9)
Q.1
Discuss Wordsworth’s concepts of poetic language, rustic life, and ordinary experience in Preface to Lyrical Ballads. How are these elements connected to his theory of poetry?
(20)
Q.2
Coleridge challenges opposite theories of poetry in Biographia Literaria, including that of Wordsworth. Examine his views on poetic creation and explain how imagination becomes central to artistic expression.
(20)
Q.3
Arnold develops the “touchstone method” as a means of evaluating literary quality. Examine his views on the touchstone method, poetic excellence, and critical judgment in The Study of Poetry. How are these concepts used to determine the value of poetry?
(20)
Q.4
Eliot presents literary tradition as an active relationship between past and present writers. Discuss his concepts of tradition, historical sense, and literary continuity in Tradition and the Individual Talent. How are these ideas connected to poetic creation?
(20)
Q.5
T. S. Eliot’s Tradition and the Individual Talent is regarded as one of the foundational essays of modern literary criticism. Discuss his contribution to criticism with particular reference to his views on tradition, poetry, and artistic creation.
(20)
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