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Course Brief
Introduction:

Environmental Aesthetics is a postgraduate course designed to explore the intersection of art, design, and the natural environment. This course delves into the appreciation and creation of aesthetically pleasing and sustainable environments. It seeks to deepen students’ understanding of how aesthetics influences our perception of the environment, ecological sustainability, and the integration of artistic principles in landscape design, architecture, and urban planning.

Course Objectives:

1.
To analyze the role of aesthetics in shaping our perceptions of natural and built environments.

2.
To examine how principles of art and design, such as balance, harmony, and proportion, can be applied to create aesthetically pleasing and functional spaces.

3.
Develop critical thinking skills through the analysis and critique of existing environmental designs. 
Course Structure:

Unit no. 1 is the introductory unit that introduces the background and history of Environmental Aesthetics as a field of study.

Unit no. 2 outlines the theoretical framework for “Environmental Aesthetics” and covers the Humanist approach to the subject.
Unit no. 3 emphasizes the role of psychologists who have an interest in Environmental Aesthetics and have conducted research experiments in this field.
Unit no. 4 looks into Activists' approach to Environmental Aesthetics, including the contribution of literary, design, and citizen activists.
Unit no. 5 includes the Planner's approach to Environmental Aesthetics, covering landscape planning and urban planning. This unit also emphasizes Environmental Sensitivity Training.

Unit no. 6 is specific to buildings and covers the Aesthetic identity of Building Design and the Aesthetic effect of architectural work.
Unit no. 7 consists of the details of architectural experience and encounters with the buildings.

The architects and planners can play a vital role in enhancing the visual experience of the built environment. 
Unit no. 8 includes the emotional effect of design and highlights the user experience in buildings and tourist experience in public and commercial buildings.
Unit no. 9 deals with public awareness and participation regarding visual pollution in the environment

This course would therefore serve to raise awareness on important aspects of environmental

aesthetics to acquire a visually pleasing built environment and to conserve natural beauty.

COURSE OUTLINE
Unit 1: Introduction to Environmental Aesthetics

1.1 Background of Environmental Aesthetics as a field of study

1.2 Short history

1.3 Origin of the Aesthetics impulse

1.4 Value of senses in the interpretation of the environment

Unit 2:
Theoretical framework for Environmental Aesthetics. (Humanist, Experimentalist, Activists, Planners)

2.1 Humanist Approach to Environmental Aesthetics

2.2 History of Landscape taste.

2.3Types of Landscapes (Mountains, Wilderness, Middle Landscape, Landscaping, Townscape)

2.4 Continental/Regional Landscape contrasts.

Unit 3: Experimentalists' Approach to Environmental Aesthetics

3.1 Psychologists and Environment(Berlyne-Wahlwill approach, The Kaplan approach)

3.2 Urban versus Rural environment

3.3 The value of experimentation
Unit 4: Activists' Approach to Environmental Aesthetics

4.1 Literary Activists

4.2 Design Activists

4.3 Citizen Activists

4.4 Legal issues

4.5 Continental differences

Unit 5: Planner's Approach to Environmental Aesthetics
5.1 Aesthetic Landscape Planning
5.2 Aesthetic Urban Planning
5.3 Environmental Education (Environmental Sensitivity Training)

5.4 Aesthetic Critique (learning to see)
Unit 6: Aesthetics and Buildings

6.1 Design and Buildings (concept to execution).

6.2 Aesthetic Identity of Building Design

6.3 Aesthetic effect of architectural work
Unit 7: Architectural experience/encounter with Buildings

7.1 Modernist view of architectural experience (spatial experience, fragmentary experience, movement experience)

7.2 Sensory experience with Buildings

Unit 8: Experience of Human FeelingsFeelings through Buildings

8.1 Visual perception(realistic and non-realistic seeing).

8.2 The two stages of expression(a Outlining the brief, b. Imaging the design).

8.3 Emotional effect of Design(power, peace, playfulness, relaxation).

8.4 The user experience in Buildings

8.5 The tourist experience in public and commercial buildings.

Unit 9: Visual Pollution

9.1 Source of visual pollution

9.2 Raising awareness on visual pollution

9.3 Control of visual pollution

Recommended Books:

1. Porteous, J. D. (2013). Environmental aesthetics: Ideas, politics and planning. Routledge.

2. Welchman, J. (2022). The Art of Environmental Law, Governing with Aesthetics.

3. Griffiths, M., & John, R. (2014). 'Makings of the self and of the sun': Modernist Poetics of Climate Change (Doctoral dissertation, Durham University).
Assignments
The course includes two compulsory assignments for successful completion. Each assignment is worth 100 marks, and students obtaining 50 marks will be declared to have passed.
Assignments no. 1 and 2 are theory-based assignments and must be submitted through the online Aaghi LMS portal before the due date. The schedule for submitting the assignment will be provided accordingly. The tutor will upload the assignment marks online on the Aaghi portal as well.
Final Examination
At the end of the semester, there will be a final examination, and all the students will be expected to take this examination in the examination halls, especially established for this purpose. For any queries, you can write to the course/program coordinator. Suggestions for improvement will also be welcomed. 

We wish you all the best.
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Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guides, or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. However, the students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MB.

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded to the LMS.
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT NO. 1
(Units: 1-4)

Q.1
Examine the origin and evolution of environmental aesthetics as a field of study. How has it shaped contemporary environmental design thinking?
(20)

Q.2
Compare the humanist and planner approaches to environmental aesthetics. How do they differ in their understanding of landscapes and urban spaces?
(20)

Q.3
Evaluate the contributions of psychological approaches of Berlyne-Wohlwill and Kaplan in understanding environmental preferences.
(20)
Q.4
Analyze the aesthetic differences between urban and rural environments using experimental and perceptual frameworks.
(20)
Q.5
What is the impact of legal frameworks and regional differences on environmental aesthetic movements? Explain with examples.
(20)
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No. 2

(Units 5-9)
Answer the following questions. 
Q.1
How are aesthetic considerations integrated into landscape and urban planning practices? Provide examples.
(20)
Q.2
How does architectural identity contribute to the aesthetic value and cultural significance of buildings? 
(20)
Q.3
How does multi-sensory engagement enhance the experience of architecture? Explain with examples.
(20)
Q.4
Discuss how visual perception and design expression influence emotional responses to architecture.
(20)
Q.5
Propose effective strategies for controlling and raising awareness about visual pollution in rapidly growing cities.
(20)


Marking Guide
It is anticipated that the tutors mark the assignments carefully and follow a similar marking standard for all the students. 

Please follow the guidelines below:

Assignment 1
100 Marks

Theoretical Understanding
50

Practical Understanding
50 Marks

Assignment 2
100 Marks

Theoretical Understanding
50

Practical Understanding
50 Marks

You are expected to stick to the guidelines provided to maintain the standardization and uniformity.
SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN








WARNING





PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/ CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.


SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENTS BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.
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