
ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD

  (Department of Sociology)


WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENTS BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.

Course: Social Stratification and Inequality (9608)                         
Level: Postgraduate/ PGD                                             Semester: Autumn, 2026
Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks; within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and write your answer according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guide or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded at LMS.

8.
The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MB.

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Units 1–4)
Q.No.1                                                                                                                                   (20)
Critically discuss the major concepts of stratification and inequality. Explain historical systems of stratification and analyze how stratification has evolved from traditional to modern societies with examples.
Q.No.2 (20)
Critically examine the Structural Functionalist perspective on stratification. Discuss the contributions of Durkheim, Parsons, and Davis and Moore. Evaluate their claim that inequality is functionally necessary.
Q.No.3 (20)
Critically compare Marxist and Weberian approaches to stratification. How do class conflict and multidimensional status-power explanations help us understand inequality in contemporary society?
Q.No.4 (20)
Critically examine the meaning, dimensions, causes, and consequences of inequality. Discuss economic, social, and political inequality with examples from Pakistan and globally.
Q.No.5 (10+10)
Provide notes on the following topics: 
i. Historical Systems of Social Stratification
ii. Structural Functionalist Perspective on Inequality

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 2 

(Units 5-9)
Q.No.1 (20)
Critically discuss ascribed status and identity-based divisions. Analyze age, gender, race, ethnicity, caste, and religion as sources of social disparity. How do these inequalities persist globally?
Q.No.2 (20)
Critically examine sex and gender as concepts. Discuss major dimensions of gender inequality, including violence, sexual assault, and workplace inequality. Evaluate feminist perspectives on gender inequality.
Q.No.3 (20)
Critically analyse the concept, characteristics, and types of social class. Discuss class conflict, the idea of a classless society, and the global poverty crisis in relation to class structure.
Q.No.4 (20)
Critically examine social mobility and status attainment. Discuss types of mobility and factors influencing mobility patterns in different societies, including Pakistan.
Q.No.5                                                                                                                              (10+10)
Provide notes on the following topics: 

i. Gender Inequality and Feminist Perspectives
ii. Socio-Political Structures and Global Inequalities

