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Course: Social Problems (9602)
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Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks; within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and write your answer according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guide or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded at LMS.

8.
The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MB.
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50
ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Unit 1-4)

Q.1
Sociologists argue that social problems are socially constructed rather than natural or inevitable. Critically evaluate this claim by discussing how social problems are defined, legitimized, and addressed. Compare how the Functionalist, Conflict, and Symbolic Interactionist perspectives would explain a contemporary social problem in Pakistan, such as street crime or drug addiction. Support your answer with examples.      






     (20)
Q.2
Despite decades of policy reform, Pakistan’s education system continues to face serious structural challenges. Identify and critically analyze the major educational problems, including low literacy, gender disparity, rural–urban inequality, and the absence of a uniform curriculum. Suggest realistic reforms with reference to sociological theory. 





     (20)
Q.3
Compare the major health challenges of Pakistan with those of other developing and developed countries. Critically discuss how poverty, cultural beliefs, environmental degradation, and weak health infrastructure affect healthcare access and outcomes. Use recent examples such as polio eradication, COVID-19, or maternal health programs. 






     (20)
Q.4
Rapid population growth is often blamed for Pakistan’s development challenges, yet some scholars argue that unequal resource distribution is the real problem. Critically examine this debate. Discuss the effects of population growth on employment, housing, education, and natural resources, and evaluate Pakistan’s population policies.







     (20)
Q.5
Provide notes on the following topics:                                                              (10+10)
i. Social Problems and Social Policy

ii. Migration as a Social Process
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50
ASSIGNMENT No. 2 

(Unit 5-9)

Q.1
Crime rates in Pakistan vary by region, class, and type of offence. Critically analyse the nature and types of crime in Pakistan. Evaluate sociological explanations of criminal behaviour and assess whether Pakistan’s criminal justice system effectively controls crime. Give examples.                                              (20)
Q.2
Social inequality in Pakistan is visible in access to education, health, housing, and justice. Critically examine class, caste, gender, and status-based inequalities. How do these inequalities affect social mobility and social justice? Provide examples from your own social setting.                                                  (20)
Q.3
Both traditional and digital media have transformed Pakistani society. Critically evaluate the role of media in shaping cultural identity, political behaviour, and public opinion. Discuss positive and negative impacts with contemporary examples such as social media activism or fake news.                                        (20)
Q.4
Poverty and unemployment remain persistent challenges in Pakistan. Critically analyse their causes and consequences. Evaluate the effectiveness of programs such as BISP, Ehsaas, or skill-development initiatives in reducing poverty and promoting sustainable growth.                                                           (20)
Q.5
Provide notes on the following topics: 


          (10+10)
i. Changing Family Patterns in Pakistan

ii. Future of the Family Institution under Social Change
WARNING


PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.


SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE'S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN "AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY".








