ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY

(Department of Politics & International Relations)

WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITERS FOR SOLVING 


THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM THE AWARD OF A DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2.SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENTS BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM   OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED, AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.

Course: Academic Writing and Research Methods
                       Code No. 9599
Level: ADC/BS





      Semester: Autumn 2026
Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, B Ed, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).
1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/ information and reproducing from books, study guides, or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded to the LMS.

8.
The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MB.
Total Marks: 100





                     Pass Marks: 50

Assignment No. 1

(Units 1-4)

Question No. 1







       Marks 20
Critically evaluate the evolution of research as a systematic inquiry process. How does it differ across disciplines (natural vs. social sciences)?

Question No. 2







       Marks 20

Compare inductive and deductive reasoning in research. Under what conditions is each approach more appropriate?

Question No. 3







       Marks 20

Analyze the relationship between theory and hypothesis. Can research exist without a theoretical foundation? Justify your answer.

Question No. 4







       Marks 20

Examine the strengths and limitations of exploratory vs. explanatory research designs in addressing complex societal problems.

Question No. 5







       Marks 20

Develop a conceptual framework for a research problem of your choice and explain how it guides the literature review and hypothesis formulation.
Total Marks: 100





                     Pass Marks: 50

Assignment No. 2    
(Units 5-9)

Question No. 1







       Marks 20
Critically assess the reliability and validity issues in qualitative vs. quantitative data collection methods.

Question No. 2







       Marks 20

Evaluate the advantages and limitations of cross-sectional and longitudinal surveys in social research.

Question No. 3







       Marks 20
Design a research proposal outline for a study addressing a real-world issue, justifying your choice of methodology.

Question No. 4





                               Marks 20

Analyze the ethical dilemmas in covert vs. overt research and propose solutions for minimizing harm to participants.

Question No. 5







       Marks 20
Discuss the role of artificial intelligence in automating data analysis. What are the risks of bias amplification?
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