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WARNING
1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.
2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENTS BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.

 Course: Afghanistan: History and Politics (9197)

      Semester: Autumn 2026

 Level: BS

Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, Med, ODL Mode)

1. All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements. 

2. Read the question carefully and answer it according to the requirements of the question. 

3. Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guides, or allied material.

4. Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5. Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6. Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7. Late assignments can’t be uploaded to the LMS.

8. The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of the handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MB.

Total Marks: 100






                     Pass Marks: 50

Assignment 1 (1-4 units)
1. Why does Afghanistan’s geography make it a “roundabout of the ancient world”? Explain how location, ethnic diversity, and ecology shaped its political history up to 1919.                             (20)
2. Analyze the state-building strategies of Ahmad Shah Abdali (Durrani) between 1747 and 1772. How did he consolidate tribal confederacies and finance imperial expansion towards India and Central Asia?








                   (20)
3. Discuss how the “Great Game” between Britain and Russia transformed Afghanistan’s sovereignty and borders from 1826 to 1919. In your answer, refer to the Anglo‑Afghan Wars and the drawing of frontiers. 








                   (20)
4. Evaluate the period of the independent Afghan monarchy (1919–1973). How did rulers from Amanullah Khan to Zahir Shah balance modernization, tribal power, and foreign relations?      (20)
5. Write short notes on the following:  





           (10 + 10)
i. Tribal structure and jirga system in Afghanistan  
ii. Main ethnic groups of Afghanistan and their political roles (Pashtun, Tajik, Hazara, Uzbek)
Total Marks: 100







             Pass Marks: 50
Assignment 2 (5-9 units)
1. To what extent was the 1973–1978 Republic of Afghanistan a genuine “revolution”? Examine Daud Khan’s policies, his relations with Islamists and communists, and the limits of his state-building.









      (20)
2. Critically analyze the causes, course, and consequences of the Soviet invasion (1979–1989). How did global Cold War rivalries, regional actors (Pakistan, Iran, the USA, and Saudi Arabia), and Afghan resistance interact?                                                                                                            (20)​
3. Examine the internal Afghan civil war from 1989 to 1996. Why did Najibullah’s regime survive after Soviet withdrawal, and what factors led to its fall and the rise of factional warlordism?     (20)​
4. Discuss the rise and rule of the Taliban between 1994 and 2001. Focus on their social base, ideological agenda, treatment of women and minorities, and relationship with al‑Qaeda.           (20)​
5. As a student of Afghanistan’s modern history, explain why post‑2001 state-building in Afghanistan has faced the risk of becoming a “failed state project.” Suggest practical strategies for the international community and regional states (including Pakistan) to support a stable, self‑governing Afghanistan.                                                                                                                                   (20)​

