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1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENTS BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.

 Course: Ancient History of India (9139)



Semester: Autumn 2026

 Level: BS 

Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, Med, ODL Mode)

1. All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements. 

2. Read the question carefully and answer it according to the requirements of the question. 

3. Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guides, or allied material.

4. Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5. Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6. Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7. Late assignments can’t be uploaded to the LMS.

8. The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of the handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MB.
Total Marks: 100






                     Pass Marks: 50
Assignment 1 (1-4 units)
1. Using examples from religious literature, foreign accounts, and archaeological evidence, explain how different types of sources must be combined to reconstruct ancient Indian history, and justify how you would balance their strengths and limitations in a coherent narrative.









     (20)
2. Drawing on evidence from Stone Age cultures and early village sites in Baluchistan and Sindh, discuss how technological change, environment, and social organization together explain the long transition from prehistoric foragers to proto‑historic settled communities in the subcontinent.








     (20)
3.  Examine the sequence from early village cultures such as Zhob, Kulli, Amri, Kot Diji, and Rahman Dheri to the mature Indus Civilization, and develop an integrated explanation of how these regional cultures laid the foundations of Indus urbanism.


     (20)
4.  Using archaeological details of Indus town planning, craft production, trade networks, and religious objects, construct an argument about the distinctive character of the Indus Civilization in comparison with Mesopotamia and Egypt, highlighting both similarities and unique features.








     (20)
5.  Bring together the main theories about the decline of the Indus Civilization (environmental, economic, social, external) and evaluate their relative plausibility, proposing your own reasoned synthesis about why this Bronze Age urban system eventually collapsed.








     (20)
Total Marks: 100






                     Pass Marks: 50
Assignment 2 (5-9 units)
1. Integrating Vedic texts, archaeological evidence from the Ganga–Yamuna doab, and epic traditions, explain how early and later Vedic society evolved in terms of polity, economy, and social hierarchy, and assess how this evolution prepared the ground for 6th‑century BCE religious change.







     (20)
2. Using doctrinal teachings and historical context, compare Jainism and Buddhism as critiques of Brahmanical religion, and develop a reasoned judgment about which offered the more far‑reaching challenge to existing social and political structures in ancient India.          

     (20)
3.  Combine literary (Arthashastra, Buddhist texts, foreign accounts) and epigraphic evidence (especially Ashokan edicts) to construct a considered assessment of Mauryan statecraft and imperial administration, explaining how the Mauryas reshaped earlier political traditions.
     (20)
4. Drawing on material about the Achaemenians, Greeks, Kushans, Guptas, and Hindu Shahis, discuss how repeated contacts between the north‑west and Central/West Asia transformed art, religion, and political culture, and evaluate the long‑term significance of this frontier zone for South Asian history.





     (20)
5.  Using evidence from administration, economy, religion, and culture, formulate an argued evaluation of the Maurya and Gupta empires as “turning points” in ancient Indian history, indicating in what sense each can be seen as a peak, and where this label may be misleading.









     (20)
