ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY

(Department of History)
Course: History of the Abbasids (9134)
                                    Semester: Autumn, 2026
Level: BS (History)
Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, B.Ed. MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).
1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guide or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. However, the students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MB.

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded at LMS.

Total Marks: 100                                                                                            Pass Marks: 50
ASSIGNMENT No. 1 

(Unit 1-4)
	Q.1.
	The rule of the Abbasid family sustained five centuries in the land of the Arabs. How was the Abbasid revolution started in its early years?
	20

	Q.2.
	After the successful launch of Abbasid rule in Arabs, how much the areas covered by the ’Abbāsid Empire cover?
	20

	Q.3
	Write down the administrative policy of Abul ‘Abbas As-Saffah.
	20

	Q.4.
	How did al-Mansūr consolidate his rule and the ‘Abbāsid dynasty in general? Analyse it.
	20

	Q.5.
	After the occupation of a throne or a region, consolidation of that throne is the major challenge for the king/emperor. How were such challenges faced by both al-Mahdi and al-Hādī in the discharge of their duties as caliphs?
	20


Total Marks: 100                                                                                               Pass Marks: 50
ASSIGNMENT No. 2
 (Unit 5-9)
	Q.1.
	Caliph Hārūn ar-Rashīd remained one of the most eulogised Caliphs of the Abbasid family; analyse his religious and social life in detail.
	20

	Q.2.
	Family intrigues among the Royal families remained as old as the history of empires; how do you see the causes of the feud between al-Amīn and al-Ma‟mūn, his brother?
	20

	Q.3.
	Muslim rulers not only spread the borders of their empire but also fostered their passion in Art and literature. How do you examine the passion of Caliph al-Ma’mūn of Baghdad for his philosophical speculations?
	20

	Q.4.
	History is so cruel in remembering any Emperor or an Empire in its pages; however, the ‘Abbasid Empire had left some strong footage on the pages of history, scanning the administration under the ' Abbasids' rule during its glorious era.
	20

	Q.5.
	Discuss the rise of al-Mutasim and al-Wathīq to the Caliphate in the last stage of the Abbasid Empire.
	20


WARNING


Plagiarism or hiring of ghost writer(s) for solving the assignment(s) will debar the student from award of degree/certificate, if found at any stage.


Submitting assignments borrowed or stolen from other(s) as one’s own will be penalized as defined in “AIOU Plagiarism Policy”.








