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All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks but within a question,
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2. Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements
of the question.
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guide or allied material.
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Upload you typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.
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The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a

scanned copy of their hand written assignments (in PDF format) on

University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB.
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Total Marks: 100                                           
  Pass Marks: 40
ASSIGNMENT NO.1

(UNITS 1-5)

Q.1
Discuss the evolution of American literature from the colonial and revolutionary periods (1472-1830) to the twentieth century. How did American writers gradually break away from British literary conventions to establish a distinctively American identity? In your answer, reference specific movements (Romanticism, Realism, Naturalism, and Modernism) and key authors who contributed to this development. 
(20) 
Q.2
Emily Dickinson's life experiences profoundly shaped her poetry. Analyze how her Puritan upbringing in Amherst, Massachusetts, her family circumstances, her poor health, and her self-imposed isolation influenced her treatment of themes such as death, immortality, and identity. How does understanding her biographical context enhance our reading of her poems? 
    (20) 

Q.3
The Scarlet Letter serves as both a narrative and a critique of Puritan New England. Discuss how Hawthorne explores the intersection of religious doctrine, social punishment, and governmental authority in the novel. How does the scarlet letter function as a symbol of the community's moral judgment, and what does Hawthorne's portrayal reveal about his attitude toward Puritanism, religious hypocrisy, and individual conscience? 
     (20) 

Q.4
Read "The Scarlet Letter." Analyze the characterization of its main characters. How do Hester Prynne, Arthur Dimmesdale, and Roger Chillingworth each respond to sin, guilt, and shame? Discuss the psychological and emotional consequences of their internal conflicts and how these characters reveal Hawthorne's understanding of human nature and morality. Which character do you find most sympathetically drawn to, and why? 
(20) 

Q. 5
Robert Frost is often read as a poet of nature and rural life, yet his work contains significant complexity and ambiguity. Discuss how Frost uses simple, accessible language and New England landscapes to explore deeper themes such as choice, isolation, and the human condition. How does his "sound of sense"—his attention to the musical qualities of language—enhance the meaning of his poems?      
     (20)

Total Marks: 100                                           
 Pass Marks: 40
ASSIGNMENT NO.2
(UNITS 6-9)
Q.1
Walt Whitman's upbringing in Long Island and his diverse work experiences profoundly influenced his poetic vision. Discuss how his early exposure to democratic ideals, ordinary people, and nature shaped his rejection of conventional poetic forms. How do his biographical experiences reflect in his celebration of the common person and his vision of American democracy as expressed in “Leaves of Grass”?
     (20)
Q. 2
Trace the development of modern American prose from the post-WWII era to the present. How did the social upheavals of the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s—including the Civil Rights Movement, Women's Movement, and emerging voices of African American, Chicano, and immigrant writers—transform American literature? Discuss how writers such as James Baldwin, Ralph Ellison, Harper Lee, and Toni Morrison contributed to new forms of American identity. 
    (20) 

Q.3
Trace the historical development of the American short story from its origins in early 19th-century magazines to its establishment as a major literary form. How did the practical needs of American society—busy schedules and the availability of magazine publications—shape the development of the short story as a distinct genre? Discuss the contributions of authors such as Washington Irving, Edgar Allan Poe, and Nathaniel Hawthorne in defining the form.
    (20) 
Q.4
The Great Gatsby is often read as a critique of the American Dream and 1920s American society. Analyze how Fitzgerald depicts the Jazz Age through the contrasts between "old money" (East Egg) and "new money" (West Egg), and between the wealthy and working-class (the Valley of Ashes). How do these social divisions reflect Fitzgerald's commentary on class, ambition, and the corruption of the American Dream? What does the novel suggest about the possibility of social mobility and authentic love? 
    (20)
Q.5
“Death of a Salesman” explores the theme of the American Dream and its destructive impact on Willy Loman's life. Analyze how Willy's philosophy "Be liked and you will never want"—shapes his understanding of success and his relationships with his family. What does the play suggest about the validity of this dream? How do different characters (Charley, Bernard, Biff, Happy) represent different responses to or critiques of the American Dream? 
   (20)
