ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD

(Department of English Language & Applied Linguistics)

	WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM THE AWARD OF A DEGREE/CERTIFICATE IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.


Course: Modern Poetry (9068)
Level: BA/BS 
Semester: Autumn, 2026
Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guide or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded on the LMS.

8.
Students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB.

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Units 1-5)
Q.1
The rise of Modernism brought significant changes not only in society but also in literary expression. Discuss the major features of Modernism in literature and determine how Modernist writers transformed traditional literary practices.
(20)
Q.2
The concept of the self occupies a central position in Song of Myself, yet the poem extends beyond individual experience to embrace humanity as a whole. Examine Whitman’s treatment of the self and how it contributes to Whitman’s beliefs, ideas, and style.
(20)
Q.3
Although “‘Hope’ is the Thing with Feathers” and “Because I could not Stop for Death” focus on different subjects, both poems display Dickinson’s distinctive poetic style and philosophical concerns. Examine these poems and evaluate how Dickinson uses imagery, symbolism, and poetic technique to convey her ideas.
(20)
Q.4
The poetry of Ezra Pound reflects a sustained commitment to experimentation, innovation, and the search for new artistic forms. Examine the major characteristics of Pound’s poetic style and determine how they distinguish his work from earlier poetic traditions.
(20)
Q.5
The Waste Land presents a powerful portrayal of a civilization struggling with spiritual emptiness and cultural decline. Discuss the major themes of the poem and its significance in understanding the modern world.
(20)
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No. 2

(Units 6-9)
Q.1
The poetry of E.E. Cummings is marked by innovation in language, structure, and poetic technique. Explain how these innovations contribute to the expression of his themes and evaluate their significance in modern poetry.

(20)
Q.2
Although Rudyard Kipling and W.B. Yeats differ considerably in their poetic outlook and artistic methods, both played important roles in shaping twentieth-century poetry. Analyze their major themes and stylistic features and discuss how each poet contributed to modern literary expression.
(20)
Q.3
The poetry of W. H. Auden demonstrates a deep concern for humanity while remaining closely connected to the realities of the modern world. Analyze how Auden develops these concerns and discuss their significance in shaping his poetic vision.
(20)
Q.4
Langston Hughes developed a distinctive poetic voice that gave expression to the experiences, aspirations, and concerns of ordinary people. Examine the major themes and characteristics of Hughes’s poetry and determine how they contribute to his poetic achievement.
(20)
Q.5
While Claude McKay often employs a more formal and structured poetic style, Langston Hughes frequently relies on direct and accessible expression. Compare their poetic styles and determine how these stylistic differences influence the presentation of their major themes.
(20)
1

