ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD

(Department of English Language & Applied Linguistics)

	WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM THE AWARD OF A DEGREE/CERTIFICATE IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.


Course: History of English Literature (9053)
Level: BA/BS 
Semester: Autumn, 2026
Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guide or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded on LMS.

8.
Students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB.

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Units 1-5)
Q.1
Discuss the historical and cultural background of Old English Literature. How did the settlement of the Anglo-Saxons and the spread of Christianity contribute to the development of the English language and literature?
(20)
Q.2
Geoffrey Chaucer is widely regarded as the most accomplished poet of the Middle English period. Discuss his contribution to English poetry with particular reference to his literary development, artistic achievements, and range of subject matter. 
(20)
Q.3
The sixteenth century is often regarded as a period of literary experimentation and renewal in England. Examine the major developments in prose, poetry, and drama that distinguish this period from earlier literary ages. 
(20)
Q.4
Analyze the distinctive features of Shakespeare’s romances and compare their dramatic concerns with those of his comedies and tragedies. How do these plays contribute to his reputation as a versatile dramatist? 
(20)
Q.5
Analyze the distinctive characteristics of seventeenth-century English literature. In what ways do literary works of the period reflect the conflicts, beliefs, and intellectual tendencies of the age? 
(20)
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No. 2

(Units 6-9)
Q.1
Analyze the contributions of Alexander Pope and Jonathan Swift to Neo-Classical literature. How do Pope’s poetic art and Swift’s satirical prose embody the principles of reason, wit, restraint, and criticism associated with the age? 

(20)
Q.2
Discuss the major characteristics of the Romantic Movement in English literature. How did Romantic writers challenge the literary principles and artistic values of the Neo-Classical Age? 
(20)
Q.3
The Victorian novel emerged as one of the most influential literary forms of the nineteenth century. Examine its major characteristics and evaluate how Victorian novelists represented the social realities, moral concerns, and changing values of their age. 
(20)
Q.4
Evaluate the contribution of twentieth-century writers to the development of English literature. How did their innovations reshape literary expression and influence later generations of writers? 
(20)
Q.5
Modern Drama emerged as a response to profound social, political, and cultural changes in the twentieth century. Examine the major characteristics and dramatic tendencies of Modern Drama with reference to the works of George Bernard Shaw, Samuel Beckett, and others. 
(20)
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