ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD
(Department of Early Childhood Care and Elementary Teacher Education)
WARNING
1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.
2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.
Course: Financing Early Childhood Care and Education (8300)

PGD in Entrepreneurship in ECE                                        Semester: Autumn, 2026
Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, B. Ed, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guides, or allied material.

4.
Handwritten, scanned assignments are not acceptable. However, the students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB.

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments cannot be uploaded to the LMS.

Total Marks: 100
                                                                     Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 1
(Units 1-5)
Q1. Explain why financing is critical for Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) in Pakistan. Discuss the investment case for ECCE and explain how inadequate, fragmented, and inequitable financing affects access to early childhood services.(20)
Q2. Trace the major developments in Pakistan's ECCE policy and provision landscape from 2001 to 2025. Discuss the roles of government schools, private schools, non-formal education centres, and community-based initiatives, and identify the major financing gaps and disparities.                                                                                                        (20)
Q3. Explain the federal and provincial roles in ECCE financing in Pakistan. Compare the approaches of Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and discuss the potential benefits and limitations of public-private partnerships for expanding ECCE services. 
                                                                                                                                                                         (20)
Q4. Discuss innovative financing mechanisms for ECCE, including outcomes-based financing, impact bonds, blended finance, and community-based financing. Explain how these mechanisms could be adapted to address ECCE financing challenges in Pakistan.                                                                                                                                                       (20)
Q5. A district plans to establish new ECCE centres but has limited financial resources. Explain how cost analysis and costing methods can support planning and decision-making. Discuss the ingredients method, cost-plus method, and benefits-based pricing, and explain how cost data can guide budgeting, cost-effectiveness, and scaling decisions.                                                                                                                            (20)
Total Marks: 100
                                                                     Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 1
(Units 6-9)
Q1. Discuss equity and targeting in ECCE financing in Pakistan. Identify the major marginalized groups and explain how geographic targeting, gender-focused funding, fee exemptions, subsidies, and targeted financing can improve access for disadvantaged children.                                                                                                                     (20)
Q2. Explain the relationship between financing and quality in ECCE. Discuss the importance of teacher qualifications, staff-child ratios, learning materials, infrastructure, supervision, and assessment, and explain how governments can link funding to quality standards.                                                                                                             (20)
Q3. Develop a financial management and sustainability plan for an ECCE programme in Pakistan. Your plan should address budgeting, costing, cash-flow management, financial reporting, revenue diversification, reserves, public-private partnerships, and financial risk management.                                                                                                       (20)
Q4. Examine the future directions of ECCE financing in Pakistan. Discuss the integrated ECD approach, whole-of-society participation, data-driven accountability, evidence-based innovation, increased public investment, equity-focused financing, and diversification of financing sources.                                                                                      (20)
Q5. Capstone Assignment: Select a province or district in Pakistan and design a comprehensive ECCE Financing Strategy. Your proposal should include:                   (20)
· Context and financing-gap analysis 

· Proposed financing sources and mechanisms 

· Cost estimate for the programme 

· Equity and targeting strategy 

· Link between financing and ECCE quality 

· Financial sustainability plan 

· Risk assessment and mitigation 

· Implementation strategy 

Explain how your proposed financing system can improve access, equity, quality, and sustainability of ECCE services in the selected area.










