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WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM THE AWARD OF A DEGREE/CERTIFICATE IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENTS BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHERS AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.

Course: Concepts and Methods of Distance Education (6300)                                      

Level: BEd -DNFE                                                                                   Semester: Autumn, 2026
                                                                                                     
Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, MEd, MPhil and PhD)
1) All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2) Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3) Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable.

4) Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignment on or before the due date.

5) Late assignments can’t be uploaded at LMS.

6) Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7) Avoid irrelevant discussion /information and reproducing from books, study guide or allied material. 
ASSIGNMENT No. 1

            Total Marks: 100                                                                                        Pass Marks: 50
Q1. Analyze the concept and scope of distance education as presented in the course, highlighting how distance teaching differs from conventional classroom teaching in terms of teacher–learner separation, media use, and learner activity requirements.                                                            (20)
Q2. Using the principles of planning and budgeting described in Unit 2, design a basic financial and planning outline for launching a new distance education program for rural adults, indicating key cost items and strategies for cost-effectiveness.                                                                    (20)
Q3. Compare the organisational and administrative features of Allama Iqbal Open University and one other distance education institution (e.g., UKOU, Thailand or China) discussed in the course, focusing on similarities and differences in structure, management, and learner support.           (20)
Q4. Develop a comprehensive procedure for designing, marking, and monitoring student assignments in a distance education course, incorporating steps of test construction, types of items, marking principles, and tutor monitoring highlighted in Unit 4.                                       (20)
Q5. Critically evaluate the role of radio and television in distance education, discussing their pedagogical strengths and limitations, and judging how effectively they can support learning in rural and geographically dispersed populations.                                                                          (20)
ASSIGNMENT No. 2

           Total Marks: 100                                                                                         Pass Marks: 50


Q1. Propose a student support scheme for a new distance education program that includes study skills guidance, tutorial support, library services, and other student support services, explaining how each component addresses typical learner problems.                                                           (20)

Q2. Analyze the roles of key personnel in the course team (chairman, course coordinator, writers, developers, reviewers, designers, editors) and explain how their coordinated work influences the quality of distance education materials and implementation.                                                      (20)

Q3. Evaluate major issues and problems faced by distance education systems—such as financing, organisational constraints, postal services, communication, and printing—and suggest practical measures for mitigating these challenges in a developing-country context.                                (20)

Q4. Discuss the nature and types of evaluation in distance education (formative and summative), and analyze how student evaluation, assignment marking, and course evaluation together contribute to continuous improvement of programs.                                                                   (20)

Q5. Drawing on your understanding of all nine units, design an integrated distance education system for a hypothetical national open university, outlining its philosophical rationale, planning and financing strategy, instructional media mix, student support services, personnel structure, problem-solving mechanisms, and evaluation framework. Justify how your design addresses both quality and access.                                                                                                                        (20)
