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Course: Afghanistan: A Synoptic History (5688)


     Semester: Autumn, 2026

Level: MA History

Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, B.Ed. MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guide or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. However, the students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MB.

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded at LMS.

Total Marks: 100







         Pass Marks: 40

Assignment 1 (1-4 units)
1. Why has Arnold Toynbee referred to Afghanistan as the ‘roundabout of the ancient world’? Discuss with examples from history.







      (20) 
2. Critically examine the causes and circumstances that led to the establishment of Afghan rule in India, particularly during the invasions of Ahmad Shah Durrani.



      (20)
3. Differentiate between the British "Forward Policy" and "Close Border Policy" in relation to Afghanistan. How did these policies shape British relations with Afghanistan?

      (20)
4. How did the Pashtunistan issue contribute to the long-standing rivalry between Afghanistan and Pakistan? Explain the political implications of this dispute.



      (20)
5. Write notes on the following topics:
(i) Amanullah Khan’s Reforms and Policies
(ii)  Amir Abdur Rehman Khan’s Role in Afghanistan's Modernization










            (10+ 10)
Total Marks: 100







         Pass Marks: 40
Assignment 2 (5-9 units)
1. Critically analyze the internal situation of Afghanistan after the departure of the Soviet forces.










     (20)
2. Do you agree that the ‘Russian invasion of Afghanistan posed a serious security threat to Pakistan’? Discuss in detail.







     (20)
3. How far Geneva Accord successful in serving as a ‘face-saving’ device for the Soviets to withdraw from Afghanistan? Comment.






                 (20)
 
4. Do you agree that the U.S. failure to stabilize Afghanistan would allow the country to become a haven for terrorists and criminals in the near future? Comment.

      (20)

5. Write short notes on the following topics.

(i) Talibanization of Afghanistan
  
(ii) Internal situation of Afghanistan after the departure of the Soviet forces   (10+10)
