ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD

(Department of English Language & Applied Linguistics)

	WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM THE AWARD OF A DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.


Course: Modern Grammatical Theory (5668) 
Semester: Autumn, 2026
Level: MA TEFL

Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guide or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded on the LMS.

8.
Students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB.

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Units 1-9)
Q.1
The aim of Chomskian grammatical theories is not merely to describe language but to understand the human mind. Discuss this statement with reference to Chomsky’s concepts and ideas.
(20)
Q.2
Discuss the concept of syntactic categories and phrase structure in modern grammar. How do concepts such as dominance, heads, and hierarchical organization demonstrate that sentences are more than simple strings of words?

(10)
Q.3
Analyze the given sentence pairs using the principles of Transformational Grammar:

(2.5 × 4 = 10)
The committee has approved the new policy.

The new policy has been approved by the committee.

The scientist placed the samples in the laboratory.

What did the scientist place in the laboratory?
The students completed the assignment yesterday.

Yesterday, the students completed the assignment.
The manager will announce the final decision. 

The final decision will be announced by the manager.
a)
Identify the probable deep structure of each pair.

b)
Explain the transformational rule involved.

c)
Describe the structural changes that produce the surface sentence.

d)
Explain how the meaning is preserved or altered after transformation.
Q.4
Discuss the relationship between universal principles and language-specific rules. How does the Principles and Parameters model explain both the similarities and differences among the world’s languages?
(10)
Q.5
Explain the principle of structure-dependency. Why does Chomsky argue that grammatical operations depend on hierarchical structure rather than the linear order of words? Illustrate your answer with your own examples.
(10)
Q.6
Chomsky argues that a child’s mind contains more than just a problem-solving ability. What evidence does he provide for this, and what, in his opinion, should be the properties of the specialized language faculty that he argues is responsible for human language?
(10)
Q.7
Compare first language acquisition and second language acquisition in the light of Universal Grammar. Discuss the role of linguistic input, prior knowledge, and parameter setting in both processes.
(10)
Q.8
“The classroom should not teach Universal Grammar directly, but teachers should understand it.” Discuss this statement with reference to the insights UG provides for language teachers and classroom practice.
(10)
Q.9
Trace briefly the development of Chomsky’s approach to language from rule-governed grammar to Universal Grammar. How do these theories collectively explain human linguistic ability?
(10)
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 2

(Project)
The second assignment for this course is a project. For this, you are required to study a specific area within the field, conduct research, and prepare a report and presentations on your findings as per the given instructions. Make sure your report and presentation have been submitted to your tutor before the due date. The schedule/plan for the 2nd Assignment Presentation Workshop will be intimated by the tutor concerned or the Regional Director.

In total, the assignment is 100 marks: 40 marks for the written report/essay and 60 for the presentation; to pass both components, scoring 16 and 24 marks respectively in these is mandatory.
Your written report must:

1. have a clear introduction, a coherent and well-aligned body section, and a relevant and clear conclusion;

2. be written in clear, concise, and correct English; and

3. be around 2000 to 3000 words in length. 

The written report will be evaluated in terms of originality, research procedures and processes, language use or correctness, and clarity of ideas; the presentation will be assessed based on content, communication skills, language accuracy and use, and presentation style.

Your tutor will assign any ONE of the following topics to different students during your classes.
Option 1

Develop a corpus of at least 30-40 naturally occurring examples of sentences from English and any other language of your choice. You must investigate these languages for evidence of universal principles and language-specific parameters and draw implications for teaching and learning. Your analysis should investigate both languages for the following:

· Universal syntactic categories
· Phrase structure and hierarchical relationship
· The Head Parameter, also noting if it is head-initial or head-final.

· Pro-drop and non-pro-drop parameter
· Word-order variation
Based on your findings and the identified similarities and differences between the two languages, draw implications for English language teaching, particularly for designing grammar lessons for learners whose first language is the language selected for study. Your recommendations should draw on the principles of Universal Grammar and other Chomskyan theories.
Option 2

Identify at least two parameter settings that are different between English and Urdu. Design a lesson plan or a series of activities based on this identification and then implement your lessons in a class. Afterwards, compare the performance of learners who received the intervention with a comparison group that did not receive parameter-focused instruction. Your analysis should:

1. Mention the two parameter-based differences chosen. These can be sourced from a book or identified via experience. The selected parameters should represent areas in which learners experience difficulties.
2. Include the lesson plan or activities generated, with a brief description of how they aim to improve the teaching of these two parameters.

3. Note any obstacles and successes faced during implementation. This might be done via observation, feedback, and language tests.

4. Evaluate the effectiveness of the proposed lesson.

5. Note any implications for teaching or improvements needed in future adaptations of the same lesson plans.
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