ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD

(Department of English Language & Applied Linguistics)

	WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM THE AWARD OF A DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.


Course: English for Specific Purposes (5667)                   Semester: Autumn, 2026
Level: MA TEFL

Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guide or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded on the LMS.

8.
Students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB.

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Units 1-9)
Q.1
Discuss the major factors that influence ESP teaching and learning (the role of English, resources and administrative constraints, learner characteristics, and linguistic factors). Explain how each of these factors can affect the planning, delivery, and effectiveness of an ESP course, using relevant examples to support your answer.
(20)
Q.2
Trace the emergence of English for Specific Purposes as a separate area within language teaching. What educational and social developments created the need for ESP, and how has its role changed over time?
(10)
Q.3
Discuss the relationship between target needs, learning needs, learner wants, and learning styles in ESP. How can an ESP course designer balance these factors when planning course content, materials, and methodology? Strengthen your answer with examples.
(10)
Q.4
Why do different ESP courses adopt different syllabus types? Compare the major types of syllabi and explain how the choice of organizational criteria may influence teaching and learning outcomes.
(10)
Q.5
To what extent should ESP teachers rely on published materials? Discuss the advantages and limitations of ready-made materials and consider whether adaptation is often a more realistic solution than complete materials development.
(10)
Q.6
Some ESP practitioners believe that vocabulary deserves a more central role in language teaching than it has traditionally received. Discuss the nature of vocabulary in ESP teaching and explain why vocabulary development is particularly important for learners operating in specialized academic or professional contexts.
(10)
Q.7
ESP teachers are required to operate in varying professional and academic environments, meeting the expectations of learners, institutions, and subject specialists. Discuss the distinctive challenges of ESP teaching and explain how these challenges shape the role(s) of the ESP practitioner.
(10)
Q.8
Suppose you have been asked to develop a short ESP teacher-training programme for newly appointed instructors. What knowledge, skills, and experiences would you include, and why? Illustrate your answer with examples where appropriate.
(10)
Q.9
Assessment and evaluation are often viewed as mechanisms for measuring success or failure. Discuss how these processes function within a learning-centered ESP programme and explain their contribution to improving both learning and teaching.
(10)
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 2

(Project)
The second assignment for this course is a project. For this, you are required to study a specific area within the field, conduct research, and prepare a report and presentations on your findings as per the given instructions. Make sure your report and presentation have been submitted to your tutor before the due date. The schedule/plan for the 2nd Assignment Presentation Workshop will be intimated by the tutor concerned or the Regional Director.

In total, the assignment is 100 marks: 40 marks for the written report/essay and 60 for the presentation; to pass both components, scoring 16 and 24 marks respectively in these is mandatory.
Your written report must:

1. have a clear introduction, a coherent and well-aligned body section, and a relevant and clear conclusion;

2. be written in clear, concise, and correct English; and

3. be around 2000 to 3000 words in length. 

The written report will be evaluated in terms of originality, research procedures and processes, language use or correctness, and clarity of ideas; the presentation will be assessed based on content, communication skills, language accuracy and use, and presentation style.

Your tutor will assign any ONE of the following topics to different students during your classes.
Option 1
Select two ESP textbooks intended for the same or closely related learner group within a field of your choice (e.g., Business, Engineering, Medical, Aviation, Information Technology, Nursing, Tourism, etc.). Develop an evaluation framework based on ESP principles discussed in the course and use it to critically evaluate the suitability of both textbooks for their intended learners. Your report should include:

· Purpose of the study, field selected, and criteria for selection of books

· Evaluation framework adopted with reference to sources it is taken from; make sure to include:

· Target learners and their needs.
· Needs addressed and left unaddressed.
· Language content included and excluded.
· Skills content included and excluded.
· Authenticity of texts, tasks, and activities.
· Vocabulary treatment, including technical and sub-technical.
· Assessment activities and testing procedures.
· Learning-centred features and learner engagement.
· Comparative Analysis
· Similarities and differences between the two textbooks.
· Relative strengths and weaknesses of each textbook.
· Extent to which each textbook reflects ESP principles.

· Conclusion and Recommendations
· Overall evaluation.
· Which textbook is more suitable for the intended learners and why.
· Recommendations for improvement and materials development.
Option 2
Select a specific ESP learner group and instructional objective within a field of your choice (e.g., Business, Engineering, Medical, Aviation, Information Technology, Nursing, Tourism, etc.). Develop, implement, and evaluate two lessons based on different ESP course-design approaches. Compare how each approach shapes classroom practice and assess their effectiveness in meeting learner needs and supporting learning. Your report should:
· Describe the learner group and teaching context; include target needs, learning needs, learning wants, and a rationale for topic selection.
· Detail the two lesson plans, including: 

· Course-design approach adopted. 

· Learning outcomes. 

· Materials and resources used (including any modifications). 

· Classroom tasks and activities. 

· Assessment procedures. 

· Describe the implementation of each lesson, along with challenges faced during implementation. 

· Evaluate both lesson plans and their approaches, noting the influence of each approach on lesson design, and the differences seen in the resulting classroom experience.
· Evaluate the effectiveness of materials, tasks, and assessment methods used in both cases, and determine their successful or unsuccessful responsiveness to target needs, learning needs, and learner wants. 

· Evaluate the advantages and limitations of each approach in practice. 

· Recommend adaptations for future lessons and material designers.
1

