ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD

(Department of English Language & Applied Linguistics)

	WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.


Course: Semantics and Discourse Analysis (5666) 
Semester: Autumn, 2026
Level: MA TEFL

Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks but within a question the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the questions.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guide or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded at LMS.

8.
The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MP.

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Units 1-9)
Q.1
What is semantics? Discuss the aims, scope, and significance of the study of semantics in understanding human language. Support your answer with examples.

(15)
Q.2
Discuss sentence, utterance, and proposition as three different levels of linguistic analysis. How does each contribute to the study of meaning in semantics? Support your discussion with examples.
(10)
Q.3
Explain how meaning is created through the interaction between language and the real world. In your answer, discuss the role of reference, referent, and sense, with examples.
(10)
Q.4
Explain how linguists have attempted to study the structure of vocabulary. Discuss the importance of semantic space, semantic differential, lexemes, and semantic fields in understanding the organization of meaning.
(10)
Q.5
Language users do not rely solely on grammatical knowledge to interpret meaning. Critically discuss the role of social context, shared knowledge, and rules of discursive use in successful communication.
(10)
Q.6
Critically discuss the relationship between cohesion and coherence in discourse. Can a discourse be coherent without obvious cohesive markers? Support your argument with original examples.
(10)
Q.7
Discourse is not simply a sequence of grammatically correct sentences; it is a process in which speakers perform actions. Critically discuss this statement with reference to Speech Act Theory and Grice’s Cooperative Principle. Illustrate your answer with examples.
(10)
Q.8
Conversations are highly structured social activities despite appearing spontaneous. Discuss this statement by explaining the organizational patterns of conversation from beginning to end. Use examples to support your answer.
(10)
Q.9
Language is organized in a hierarchy of interconnected units, from the smallest meaningful elements to complex stretches of discourse. Discuss this statement by explaining the hierarchical structure of language and the relationship between phonology, grammar, and discourse. Illustrate your answer with your own examples.
(10)
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 2

(Project)
The second assignment for this course is a project. For this, you are required to study a specific area within the field, conduct research, and prepare a report and presentations on your findings as per the given instructions. Make sure your report and presentation have been submitted to your tutor before the due date. The schedule/plan for the 2nd Assignment Presentation Workshop will be intimated by the tutor concerned or the Regional Director.

In total, the assignment is 100 marks: 40 marks for the written report/essay and 60 for the presentation; to pass both components, scoring 16 and 24 marks respectively in these is mandatory.
Your written report must:

1. have a clear introduction, a coherent and well-aligned body section, and a relevant and clear conclusion;

2. be written in clear, concise, and correct English; and

3. be around 2000 to 3000 words in length. 

The written report will be evaluated in terms of originality, research procedures and processes, language use or correctness, and clarity of ideas; the presentation will be assessed based on content, communication skills, language accuracy and use, and presentation style.

Your tutor will assign any ONE of the following topics to different students during your classes.
Option 1
Select an English-language interview, podcast, or YouTube conversation of at least 15 to 30 minutes. Analyze how the speakers in this conversation make use of speech acts, conversational maxims, turn-taking procedures, and other strategies of interaction. Discuss how context, language, and other procedures combine to generate meaning in this conversation and how a video such as that could be used in or to develop a lesson plan for more advanced students.

Option 2

Collect between 8 and 15 advertisements in the English language. These may be in print, video, audio, or a combination of all three. Examine the advertisers’ use of lexical choices, semantic associations, speech acts, and implicature in these texts, noting how they use explicit and implicit meaning making strategies to create a persuasive message. Identify the speech acts used and maxims adopted or flouted, and on that basis determine how such texts could be used in a reading or writing class to teach persuasive skills and the reading of advertisements.
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