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All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks but within a question,
the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2. Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements
of the question.

3. Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study

guide or allied material.

Hand written scanned assignments are not acceptable.

Upload you typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

Late assignments can’t be uploaded at LMS.

The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a

scanned copy of their hand written assignments (in PDF format) on

University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB.
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WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHERS AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.
Course: Urban Ecology (4205)                                       Semester: Autumn, 2026
Level: BS 

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Units 1-4)
	Q. 1
	Trace the historical evolution of urban ecology from its origins in early twentieth-century urban sociology to its current status as an independent scientific discipline. Discuss why cities were historically overlooked by ecologists and what research (e.g., studies in Berlin, the establishment of Long-Term Ecological Research sites) drove the field's emergence.
	(20)

	Q. 2
	"The ecological footprint of a city extends far beyond its administrative boundary." Discuss this statement with reference to global urbanization trends, explaining how urban demand for resources drives ecological change in distant landscapes.
	(20)

	Q. 3
	Compare the pace and pattern of urbanization in high-income countries with those in Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia. What ecological management challenges arise specifically from rapid, often unplanned, urbanization in the Global South?
	(20)

	Q. 4
	Explain what is meant by the "urban biodiversity paradox," and discuss, with evidence, why some cities support surprisingly high levels of species diversity despite intensive human modification.
	(20)

	Q. 5
	Discuss the relationship between urban poverty and exposure to environmental health hazards. To what extent do a city's poorest residents bear a disproportionate burden of pollution-related risk?
	(20)


Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No. 2

(Units 5-9)
	Q. 1
	Explain the concept of the urban "landscape signature" and discuss how impervious surface cover and landscape fragmentation shape hydrological and ecological processes in cities.
	(20)

	Q. 2
	Discuss the core principles of ecological design and evaluate how far current urban development practices in Pakistan reflect these principles.
	(20)

	Q. 3
	Using the framework of environmental justice, critically discuss how socioeconomic inequality shapes patterns of environmental risk exposure in cities.
	(20)

	Q. 4
	Compare zoning and mixed-use development as approaches to urban land-use planning, and critically discuss their respective contributions to ecologically sustainable cities.
	(20)

	Q. 5
	Discuss the major challenges and opportunities currently facing urban ecology as a field, with reference to emerging technology-ecology interfaces.
	(20)
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