ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD

(Department of Sociology)


Course: Principles of Rural Sociology-I (2500)                    Semester: Autumn-2026 

Level: Postgraduate/ M. Sc Forestry Extension                                           

Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks; within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and write your answer according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guide or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded at LMS.

8.
The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MB.

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50                            
ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Unit 1-4)

Q.No.1: Explain the nature, scope, and major areas of study of rural sociology. How does rural sociology contribute to understanding the social problems and changing conditions of rural communities?                                                          (20)                                                                                   
Q.No.2: Discuss the major characteristics of the rural social system in Pakistan. Explain the role of family, kinship, caste/baradari, and social relationships in organizing rural social life. 





                 (20)

Q.No.3: Explain the major types of rural settlements. Discuss how physical environment, availability of resources, transportation, and patterns of human interaction influence the formation of rural settlements.
                             (20)

Q.No.4: Examine the concepts of social differentiation and social stratification in rural society. How do caste, class, occupation, and landownership contribute to differences in social status and opportunities? 



     (20)

Q.No.5: Discuss the concept of social mobility in rural society. What factors facilitate or restrict upward and downward social mobility among rural people in Pakistan?                                                                                                                (20)

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50                            
ASSIGNMENT No. 2 

(Unit 5-9)

Q.No.1: Analyze the role of rural social institutions in maintaining social order and meeting the needs of rural communities. Discuss how these institutions are changing under the influence of modernization and other social changes.         (20)

Q.No.2: Discuss the major factors responsible for social change in rural Pakistan. How has education, technology, communication, urbanization, and changing occupational patterns influenced rural society?                                                   (20)                                                                                                   
Q.No.3: Examine the major causes and consequences of rural poverty in Pakistan. Discuss how poverty affects education, health, employment, and the overall quality of life of rural households.






     (20)

Q.No.4: Critically discuss the status and role of rural women in Pakistan. How can access to education, employment, property, and microfinance contribute to women's participation in rural development? 



     (20)

Q.No.5: Explain the concept of participatory rural development. Discuss the importance of community participation, local government, and information and communication technology (ICT) in improving rural socio-economic development.










     (20)


                    
WARNING


PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.


SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE'S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN "AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY".








