Allama Iqbal Open University, Islamabad

(Department of Sociology)

Course Title: Development of Social Thought in the Sub-ContinentSemester: Spring-2026
Course Code: 9462

Level: BS





Dear students,

1. The course carries two assignments carrying 100 marks each.

2. Please write the assignments in your own words and do not copy from the books.

3. Only typed assignments (in MS Word or PDF format) will be accepted/ evaluated.

4. Try to give examples from your own social settings.

5. Discuss the complex issues of the course with your tutor in the tutorial meetings.
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Pass Marks: 50
ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Unit No.01-04)
Q.No.1 (20)
Social thought provides the intellectual foundation for understanding society, social change, and human behavior. Critically discuss the concept and evolution of social thought by examining its nature, scope, and relationship with social philosophy. Evaluate the significance of social thought in understanding contemporary social issues and explain how critical reflection contributes to social reform and societal development.
Q.No.2 (20)
The intellectual traditions of South Asia developed within a unique geographical, historical, cultural, and religious context. Critically analyze how the geography, civilizations, religions, languages, and cultural diversity of the South Asian subcontinent influenced the evolution of social thought. Illustrate your answer with suitable historical examples.
Q.No.3 (20)
The classical thinkers of the eleventh to fifteenth centuries significantly shaped the foundations of social philosophy. Critically compare the contributions of Imam Muhammad Al-Ghazali, Jalal al-Din Rumi, and Ibn Khaldun regarding morality, social cohesion, human behavior, and the organization of society. Evaluate the contemporary relevance of their ideas.
Q.No.4 (20)
Social thought continuously evolved in response to changing political, religious, and cultural conditions. Critically evaluate the contributions of Mulla Sadra, Shah Wali Ullah, and Mirza Ghalib to philosophical inquiry, socio-religious reform, and cultural criticism. Discuss how their ideas contributed to the intellectual development of the South Asian subcontinent.
Q.No.5 Provide notes on the following topics: (10+10)


i. Social Philosophy and the Development of Social Thought
ii. Ibn Khaldun's Concept of Society and Social Change

ASSIGNMENT No. 2
(Units 5–9)
Total Marks: 100Pass Marks: 50
Q.No.1 (20)
Socio-religious thinkers of the twentieth century attempted to reconcile faith with social transformation. Critically discuss the socio-religious philosophies of Allama Muhammad Iqbal, Dr. Ali Shariati, and Syed Abul A'laMaududi. Evaluate their contributions toward social reform, human development, and the reconstruction of society in the modern world.
Q.No.2 (20)
The twentieth century witnessed the emergence of diverse approaches to social justice and political transformation. Critically analyze the ideas of Mahatma Gandhi, Abdul Ghaffar Khan, A.R. Desai, Habib Jalib, and the socialist movement in Pakistan. Compare their perspectives on non-violence, socialism, class struggle, and political activism in addressing social inequalities.
Q.No.3 (20)
Literature has often served as a powerful medium for questioning social norms and exposing injustice. Critically examine how Saadat Hasan Manto, Ismat Chughtai, and Abdullah Hussain challenged prevailing social values through their literary works. Evaluate the role of literature in promoting critical social consciousness and social change.
Q.No.4 (20)
Development and gender equality remain central concerns of contemporary social thought. Critically evaluate the contributions of Rabindranath Tagore, Akhtar Hameed Khan, and the leading feminist thinkers of South Asia in promoting education, community development, women's empowerment, and inclusive social development. Support your answer with appropriate examples from the region.
Q.No.5 Provide notes on the following topics: (10+10)

i. Akhtar Hameed Khan's Community Development Model

ii. Feminist Contributions of Fehmida Riaz and Khawar Mumtaz

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

_________________________________________________________

WARNING


PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.


SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE'S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN "AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY".








