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Dear students,

1. The course carries two assignments carrying 100 marks each.

2. Please write the assignments in your own words and do not copy from the books.

3. Only typed assignments (in MS Word or PDF format) will be accepted/ evaluated.

4. Try to give examples from your own social settings.

5. Discuss the complex issues of the course with your tutor in the tutorial meetings.

List of Contents

This course comprises the following materials.
1. Study guide/s 

(One)

2. Reader/Allied Material (one)

3. Assignments 

(two)

4. Assignment forms 
(two sets)

5. Assignments / Tutorials Schedule 
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                                      Pass Marks: 50
Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, B.Ed, MA/MSc, Med, ODL Mode)

1. All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements. 

2. Read the question carefully and answer it according to the requirements of the question. 

3. Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guides, or allied material.

4. Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5. Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6. Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7. Late assignments can’t be uploaded to the LMS.

8. The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of the handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MB.

Total Marks: 100                                                                                            Pass Marks: 50
ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Unit No.9-13)

Q.1
Research is a systematic process of inquiry aimed at generating valid knowledge. Critically discuss the nature, process, and ethical dimensions of social research with special reference to how research is conducted in social sciences. Explain the major stages of the research process, including problem identification, literature review, sampling, and ethical considerations. Illustrate your answer with relevant examples from social research in Pakistan, particularly in education, health, or gender studies.                                                                (20)

Q.2
Observation is one of the most widely used tools in social research. Critically examine the types, advantages, and limitations of observation as a data collection method in sociology. Discuss participant and non-participant observation, structured and unstructured observation, and explain how observational data is recorded and validated. Support your answer with suitable examples from Pakistani social contexts such as classroom behaviour, rural communities, or urban public spaces.                                                                                     (20)

Q.3
Interviewing is a core qualitative research technique in sociology. Critically analyse the types of interviews (structured, semi-structured, and unstructured) and discuss the key guidelines for conducting effective interviews. Explain how rapport building, question framing, and probing influence data quality. Also evaluate the challenges of conducting interviews in culturally diverse settings like Pakistan.                                                           (20)

Q.4
Interview schedules and question formulation play a vital role in ensuring reliable data collection. Critically discuss the principles of designing an effective interview schedule, including types of questions, sequencing, clarity, and neutrality. Evaluate how poorly designed questions can lead to bias and affect research validity. Provide relevant sociological examples from Pakistani field research wherever applicable.                                                                (20)

Q.5
Provide notes on the following topics: 




     (10+10)
i. Ethical Considerations in Social Research
ii. Types and Stages of Social Research Process

Total Marks: 100                                                                                            Pass Marks: 50
ASSIGNMENT No. 2 

(Unit No.14-18)
Q.1
Questionnaires are a widely used quantitative data collection tool in social research. Critically discuss the structure, types, advantages, and limitations of questionnaires. Explain how questionnaires differ from interviews in terms of data depth, reliability, and applicability. Illustrate your answer with examples from surveys conducted in Pakistan, such as population census, education surveys, or public opinion polls.                                                                (20)

Q.2
Document analysis is an important method in sociological research. Critically examine the use of personal and official documents in social research. Discuss content analysis as a systematic technique and evaluate its strengths and limitations. How can researchers ensure the authenticity and reliability of documentary data in Pakistani social research contexts such as government records, newspapers, or historical archives?                                                      (20)

Q.3
Measurement is a fundamental concept in social sciences. Critically analyse the levels of measurement (nominal, ordinal, interval, and ratio) and their significance in sociological research. Discuss how proper measurement enhances the validity and reliability of research findings. Provide relevant examples from social indicators such as education, income, gender, and social class in Pakistan.                                                                                                    (20)

Q.4
Rating scales are essential tools for measuring attitudes and perceptions in social research. Critically discuss the construction, types, and applications of rating scales, especially the Likert scale. Evaluate the strengths and limitations of rating scales in capturing complex social attitudes. Also explain how data obtained from rating scales is presented and interpreted in sociological studies.                                                                                                             (20)

Q.5 Provide notes on the following topics:





     (10+10)

i. Principles and Structure of Research Report Writing
ii. Importance of Referencing, Footnotes, and Bibliography in Social Research

WARNING


PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.


SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE'S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN "AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY".








