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Dear students,

1. The course carries two assignments carrying 100 marks each.

2. Please write the assignments in your own words and do not copy from the books.

3. Only typed assignments (in MS Word or PDF format) will be accepted/ evaluated.

4. Try to give examples from your own social settings.

5. Discuss the complex issues of the course with your tutor in the tutorial meetings.
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Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, B.Ed, MA/MSc, Med, ODL Mode)

1. All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements. 

2. Read the question carefully and answer it according to the requirements of the question. 

3. Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guides, or allied material.

4. Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5. Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6. Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7. Late assignments can’t be uploaded to the LMS.

8. The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of the handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MB.

Total Marks: 100 







    Pass Marks: 50
ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Unit: 1-4)

Q.1
Research is considered a systematic and scientific process for generating knowledge. Critically discuss the nature, aims, and functions of social research. Compare the major sociological paradigms used in social research and evaluate the debate on value-free sociology. Illustrate your answer with relevant examples from social research conducted in Pakistan. (20)
Q.2
Concepts and variables constitute the foundation of social research. Critically examine the process of conceptualization and operationalization in social research. Discuss the different types of variables and explain how the relationship between variables contributes to theory building and empirical investigation. Support your answer with suitable examples.            (20)
Q.3
The selection and formulation of a research problem is a crucial stage in the research process. Critically analyse the factors that influence the selection of a research problem and discuss the essential characteristics of a good research problem. Explain the major components of a research proposal and evaluate their significance in conducting a successful study.     (20)
Q.4
A review of literature and the development of a theoretical framework are essential for conducting rigorous social research. Critically discuss the importance of literature review in identifying research gaps and refining research questions. How does a theoretical framework guide the research process and interpretation of findings? Illustrate your answer with examples from sociological research.                                                                                                      (20)
Q.5
Provide notes on the following topics:                                                                 (10+10)
i. Scientific Method and its Characteristics

ii. Conceptualization and Operationalization

Total Marks: 100 







    Pass Marks: 50
ASSIGNMENT No. 2 

(Unit No.05-09)

Q.1
Information technology has transformed the way social research is conducted. Critically evaluate the role of computers in social research with particular reference to literature searches, online and offline data collection, data management, and research dissemination. Discuss the opportunities and challenges associated with the use of digital technologies in contemporary research.                                                                                                           (20)
Q.2
Hypotheses play a central role in scientific inquiry by providing direction to the research process. Critically discuss the concept, sources, and characteristics of a good hypothesis. Differentiate between various types of hypotheses and explain their significance in testing sociological theories and generating empirical evidence.                                           (20)
Q.3
Sampling is essential for obtaining valid and reliable research findings. Critically examine the concepts of population, sample, sampling frame, and sample size. Compare probability and non-probability sampling techniques, highlighting their strengths, limitations, and suitability for different types of social research. Support your discussion with relevant examples.                                                                                                                                 (20)
Q.4
Research design serves as the blueprint for conducting a study. Critically analyse the major research designs used in social research, including case studies, focus group discussions, and participatory rural appraisal (PRA). Discuss the strengths, limitations, and appropriate applications of each design in addressing sociological research problems, particularly in the Pakistani context.                                                                                                                     (20)
Q.5
Provide notes on the following topics:                                                                (10+10)
i. Probability and Non-Probability Sampling

ii. Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA)

WARNING


PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.


SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE'S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN "AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY".








