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1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.
2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENTS BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.

Course: Afghanistan: History and Politics (9197)


         Semester: Spring 2026
Level: 
BS

Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, B.Ed. MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guide or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. However, the students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MB.

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded at LMS.
Total Marks: 100






                     Pass Marks: 50

Assignment 1 (1-4 units)
1. Explain how Afghanistan’s physical geography and “gateway to India” position influenced successive invasions and the emergence of a strong anti‑colonial tradition among its people.     (20)
2. Assess the nature of Ahmad Shah Abdali’s Durrani Empire as an “imperial confederation.” How did his reliance on tribal elites, Indian revenues, and religious legitimacy shape both the strength and fragility of his state?                                                                                                               (20)
3. Examine the internal and external factors that led to the decline of the Sadozai Durrani rulers after Ahmad Shah (1773–1826). How did succession disputes, regional revolts, and great‑power pressures interact?                                                                                                                          (20)
4. “Afghanistan preserved independence but lost territory.” Discuss this statement with reference to the three Anglo‑Afghan Wars and the demarcation of borders (Durand Line, Wakhan Corridor, etc.).










      (20)
5. Write notes on the following:  

i. Main geographical zones of Afghanistan and their strategic importance  
ii. Role of non‑Pashtun groups (Tajik, Hazara, Uzbek, Turkmen, Nuristani) in Afghan politics     before 1973 







           (10 + 10)

Total Marks: 100







             Pass Marks: 50
Assignment 2 (5-9 units)
1. Analyze the Khalq–Parcham split inside the PDPA and its impact on the Saur Revolution and the early communist regime. How did ideology, ethnicity, and foreign backing shape intra‑party conflict? 









      (20)
2.  Discuss the role of Pakistan and the “Peshawar‑based parties” in organizing and sustaining the Afghan jihad during the Soviet war. In what ways did this external management both strengthen and fragment the resistance? 







      (20)
3. Why did the UN‑brokered Geneva Accords (1988) fail to bring a durable peace to Afghanistan? Evaluate their design, implementation, and the behavior of key actors after the Soviet withdrawal.  
                                                                                                                                                                   (20)

4.  Compare the Rabbani government (1992–1996) and the first Taliban regime (1996–2001) in terms of their claims to legitimacy, treatment of minorities, and approaches to law and order. 
      (20) 
5.  Post‑Taliban Afghanistan (2002–2006) combined ambitious reconstruction plans with renewed insurgency. As a student of history, explain the main achievements and failures of the Karzai period, and propose realistic measures to prevent Afghanistan’s slide back into protracted conflict. 
      (20)

