ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD

(Department of History)

Course: History of Umayyads (9144)
                                                          Semester: Spring, 2026
Level: BS/AD  History
Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, B.Ed. MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guide or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. However, the students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MB.

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded at LMS.

Total Marks: 100
                                                                                        Pass Marks: 40
ASSIGNMENT No. 1
(Units: 1–4)
Q. No. 1. Give short Answers for the following questions.



        (20)
1. Describe the military role of Hazrat Amir Mu‘awiyah (R.A) during the caliphate of Hazrat Umar (R.A).

2. What were the main causes of opposition faced by Yazid bin Mu‘awiyah?

3. Explain the significance of Marwan bin Hakam’s role as Katib during Hazrat Uthman’s reign.

4. What was the Battle of Marj-e-Rahit, and why was it important?

5. Write a note on the Kharijite challenge during the reign of ‘Abd al-Malik bin Marwan.

Q. No. 2. Critically examine the administrative system and reforms of Hazrat Amir Mu‘awiyah (R.A). How did these reforms contribute to political stability and state formation   (20)
Q. No. 3. Analyze the Second Civil War with special reference to the Karbala tragedy and its long-term impact on Islamic political thought and Umayyad legitimacy.                (20)
Q. No. 4. Assess the political role of Marwan bin Hakam during the period of civil wars. Discuss his policies, consolidation of power, and limitations.                              (20)
Q. No. 5. Compare the methods of political consolidation adopted by Mu‘awiyah, Yazid, Marwan, and ‘Abd al-Malik. Which ruler was most successful, and why?            (20)
Total Marks: 100
                                                                                        Pass Marks: 40
ASSIGNMENT No. 2

(Units: 5–9)
Q. No. 1. Give short Answers for the following questions.



(20)

1. Highlight the administrative and architectural contributions of Walid ibn ‘Abd al-Malik.

2. What was the role of Rajah bin Haywa al-Kindi in the succession of Sulaiman bin ‘Abdul Malik?

3. Explain the policy of property restitution introduced by Umar bin ‘Abd al-Aziz.

4. What was the Iconoclastic Edict of Yazid II, and why was it controversial?

5. Briefly describe the Battle of the Zab and its historical significance.

Q. No. 2.Examine the reign of Walid ibn ‘Abd al-Malik with special reference to territorial expansion and provincial governance. How did military commanders like Qutaibah bin Muslim and Muhammad bin Qasim strengthen the Umayyad state?
           (20)

Q. No. 3. Critically analyze the foreign policy and military campaigns of Sulaiman bin ‘Abdul Malik, with particular emphasis on the Siege of Constantinople and its consequences.







                                   (20)
Q. No. 4. Assess the caliphate of Umar bin ‘Abd al-Aziz as a reform movement. Discuss his economic, religious, and administrative reforms, and evaluate why he is regarded as a ruler.






                                   (20)
Q.No.5. Discuss the political instability and administrative weaknesses during the later Umayyad period (724–750 AD). Analyze the causes of decline and explain how internal revolts and tribal divisions led to the collapse of the Umayyad Dynasty.    (20)
WARNING


PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.


SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.
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