ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD

(Department of History)

 Course: Sultanate of Delhi (9141)  
                                                   Semester: Spring, 2026
  Level: BS History
Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, Bed, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guide or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late submission of assignments will not be accepted.

8.
The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MB.

Total Marks: 100
                                                                                       Pass Marks:  50
ASSIGNMENT No. 1
(Units: 1–4)
Q. No. 1. Write short notes on the following topics




           (20)
1. Identify the major coastal regions where early Muslim settlements developed in India. 

2. What role did Arab traders play in spreading Islam in coastal India? 

3. Name the Caliphs under whom early military expeditions were conducted in north-western India. 

4. Who was Muhammad ibn Qasim, and why is his conquest historically significant? 

5. Define Turkish militarism in the context of the Abbasid Empire. 

6. Mention two administrative features of Ghaznavid rule in the Indian frontier regions. 

7. What was the main objective of Sultan Mahmud of Ghaznah’s Indian campaigns? (Unit 2)
8. Who founded the Delhi Sultanate, and in which year? 

9. What was the significance of the Chalisa under Sultan Iltutmish? 

10. State one major reform introduced by Sultan ‘Ala al-Din Khalji. 

Q. No. 2. Explain the early Muslim settlements and military expeditions in the Indian sub-continent. Analyze how these developments prepared the ground for the Arab conquest of Sindh.
(20)
Q. No. 3.   Analyze the nature of Ghaznavid and Ghaurid rule in north India. How did these two dynasties differ in their approach towards conquest and administration?
 (20)
Q. No. 4.  Discuss the role of Sultan Shams al-Din Iltutmish and Sultan Ghiyath al-Din Balban in consolidating the Delhi Sultanate. Evaluate their administrative and political contributions.
(20)
Q. No. 5.  Critically evaluate the expansionist and reform policies of Sultan ‘Ala al-Din Khalji and Sultan Muhammad ibn Tughluq. To what extent did their measures strengthen or weaken the Delhi Sultanate?
(20)
Total Marks: 100
                                                                                       Pass Marks:  50
ASSIGNMENT No. 2

(Units: 5–9)
Q. No. 1. Write short notes on the following topics




           (20)

1. Who founded the Saiyyid dynasty, and in which year did it begin? 

2. State two main features of the Lodhi administration.

3. Mention one internal and one external cause of the fall of the Delhi Sultanate. 

4. What is meant by the political philosophy of the Delhi Sultans? 

5. Define the Iqta system in the Sultanate administration. 

6. How did the Delhi Sultans defend India against Mongol invasions? 

7. What is meant by Indo-Muslim culture? 

8. Name two important developments in language and literature during the Sultanate period. 

9. What role did the Sufis play in medieval Indian society? 

10. Name any two important historical works written during the Sultanate era. 

Q. No. 2.

Describe the rule of the Saiyyid and Lodhi dynasties. Analyze the political and administrative weaknesses that led to the fall of the Delhi Sultanate.
            (20)
Q. No. 3.
Explain the political philosophy and administrative structure of the Delhi Sultanate. Analyze how governance patterns helped maintain control over a vast empire.
(20)
Q. No. 4.  
Discuss the main features of society, culture, and economy during the Sultanate period. Evaluate the relationship between Muslim rulers and non-Muslim subjects.
(20)

Q. No. 5.  
Evaluate the role of Sufism and the Bhakti Movement in shaping religious life during the Sultanate era. How did these movements influence social harmony?
(20)
WARNING


PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.


SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.
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