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1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENTS BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.

Course: Ancient History of India (9139)



         Semester: Spring 2026

Level: BS 

Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, B.Ed. MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guide or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. However, the students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MB.

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded at LMS.
Total Marks: 100






                     Pass Marks: 50
Assignment 1 (1-4 units)
1. Why are both literary and foreign accounts (Greek, Roman, Chinese, Muslim) important for reconstructing ancient Indian history? Discuss their value and limitations as compared to archaeological evidence.







     (20)
2. Examine how discoveries from village cultures in Baluchistan and Sindh (such as Zhob, Kulli, Amri) deepen our understanding of the emergence of settled life before the Indus Civilization. 









     (20)
3. Discuss the contributions of Kot Diji and Rahman Dheri to our knowledge of early urbanization in the Indus region. In what ways do these sites bridge the gap between village communities and mature Harappan cities?





     (20)
4.  How did geography, water management, and town planning shape life in major Indus cities like Harappa and Mohenjo‑Daro? Explain with reference to streets, drainage, and public architecture.









     (20)
5. Write notes on the following:  

i. Main tool traditions and lifestyles of the Stone Age in the Indian subcontinent  
ii. Indus trade and craft production (beads, seals, weights) and their wider connections

         (10 + 10)
Total Marks: 100






                     Pass Marks: 50
Assignment 2 (5-9 units)
1. In what ways did social and religious changes from the Later Vedic period contribute to the rise of Jainism and Buddhism in the 6th century BCE? Explain with suitable examples.
     (20)

2. Assess the impact of Persian (Achaemenian) and Greek contacts on the political and cultural development of north‑western India. How far did these encounters reshape local traditions?                                                                                                                          (20)
3. Compare the political and administrative systems of the Maurya Empire under Chandragupta and the Kushan Empire under Kanishka. What do these examples reveal about changing models of empire in ancient India?                                                         (20)
4. Outline the principal features of the Gupta political organization and evaluate the main achievements of the Gupta age in religion, philosophy, literature, science, and art.       (20)
5.  As a student of ancient history, explain why preserving cultural monuments and heritage sites from the Mauryan, Kushan, Gupta, and Hindu Shahi periods is vital for Pakistan and the wider region. Suggest practical measures for documentation, legal protection, public awareness, and sustainable tourism to safeguard this archaeological legacy.                  (20)
