ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD
(Department of English)

WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM THE AWARD OF A DEGREE/CERTIFICATE IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.
Course: Pakistani Literature in English (9076)
Semester: Spring 2026
Level: BS English

Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1. All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2. Read each question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3. Also, avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guides, or allied material.

4. Your analysis and synthesis will be appreciated. Please write in your own words after reading the study guide and the related allied material.

5. Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable.

6. Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignment before the due date.

7. Late assignments cannot be uploaded to LMS.

8. Students who attempted their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignment (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The file should not exceed 5MB.

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No. 1

Q. 1     Explain the major phases in the development of Pakistani English literature and identify the key historical, cultural, and political factors that influenced its growth over time.
   

                                                       (20)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Q. 2      In Bapsi Sidhwa’s Cracking India, explain how the events of Partition influence the portrayal of everyday life and discuss how historical upheaval is reflected through narrative perspective.                                                                         (20)                                                                                                              
Q. 3 
Write a short critical note on how the concept of displacement functions as a recurring theme in contemporary South Asian fiction, referring to Nadeem Aslam’s novel as one example.                                                                       (20)                                                                                            
Q. 4     Identify the major social issues reflected in ‘The Bull and the She Devil’ and explain how literature in general can function as a critique of social norms and values.                                                                                                             (20)                                                                                                                     
Q. 5 
 Mohsin Hamid’s ‘How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia’ challenges conventional ideas of the novel form. Discuss what is meant by “experimental narrative form” in modern fiction and explain why writers adopt such techniques.                                                                                              (20)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No. 2

Q. 1 In Kamila Shamsie’s ‘Burnt Shadows’, discuss the role of historical fiction in representing large-scale political events through personal storytelling. Why do writers often use individual lives to narrate history?                                           (20)                                                                                                                
Q. 2 
 Explain how the theme of migration is generally represented in diaspora poetry and discuss the emotional and psychological effects of displacement as expressed in poetic form, with reference to Ghose’s ‘The Alien’.                                      (20)
Q. 3
 Discuss the significance of using everyday language in poetry and explain how poets like Taufiq Rafat make local experiences accessible to a wider audience. (20)                                                          
Q. 4 
Discuss how writers represent everyday cultural practices in literature and explain why ordinary activities are often used to express themes of identity and belonging in diaspora writing, with reference to ‘At the Lahore Karhai’.                          (20)                                 
Q.5     Compare how Orwell and Ghose represent the position of the writer in society and explain how their perspectives differ in terms of political responsibility and artistic independence.                                                                                                       (20)                                                                       
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