ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD
(Department of English)

WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM THE AWARD OF A DEGREE/CERTIFICATE IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.
Course: Classical Drama (9057)
Semester: Spring 2026
Level: BS English

Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1. All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2. Read each question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3. Also, avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guides, or allied material.

4. Your analysis and synthesis will be appreciated. Please write in your own words after reading the study guide and the related allied material.

5. Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable.

6. Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignment before the due date.

7. Late assignments cannot be uploaded to LMS.

8. Students who attempted their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignment (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The file should not exceed 5MB.
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No. 1

Q.1     Explain how early Greek performance traditions evolved into structured theatrical forms and discuss the role of public festivals and community participation in shaping dramatic storytelling techniques.                 (20)

Q.2     Apply Aristotle’s key ideas about tragedy to a dramatic text from your course and evaluate how these concepts help in understanding dramatic effectiveness and emotional impact.                                                   (20)

Q.3   
Analyze the causes of Oedipus’ tragic end and discuss how human decision-making and external forces interact in shaping his downfall. (20)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Q.4       Examine how dramatic techniques such as dialogue, symbolic characters, and contrasting scenes contribute to the overall meaning and impact of ‘Dr Faustus’.                                                                                           (20)                            

Q.5    Discuss how Shakespeare constructs tragic drama and evaluate the key features that make his tragedies distinctive within classical and Renaissance dramatic traditions.                                                           (20)

ASSIGNMENT No. 2

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

Q.1 
Explain how the sequence of events in ‘Hamlet’ develops the conflict between action and hesitation and discuss how this tension shapes Hamlet’s moral decision-making throughout the play.                                                 (20)                                                                                                         
Q.2 
Evaluate different interpretations of Hamlet’s reflective and indecisive behaviour and explain how it affects the progression of the drama and the perception of his character.                                                                        (20)

Q.3  Discuss how Shakespeare uses themes of sight and blindness in ‘King Lear’ to explore truth, deception and human understanding.                              (20)

Q.4  Examine the key features of dramatic comedy and explain how comic storytelling differs in purpose and technique from tragic drama, with reference to classical and Shakespearean traditions.                                 (20)
Q.5 Analyze how multiple storylines in ‘Twelfth Night’ interact to create mistaken identities, humour and resolution, and explain how this structure supports the overall comic effect of the play.                                            (20)             
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