Allama Iqbal Open University, Islamabad

(Early Childhood Education and Care Department)

WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.

Course: Play-Based Learning in ECE (8272)
             Semester: Spring 2026
Level: BS ECCE

Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).
1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks but within a question the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the questions.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guide or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.
6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded at LMS.

8.
The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MP.

Total Marks: 100






                Pass Marks: 40

Assignment No. 1

Q.1.
Define play in the context of Early Childhood Care and Education. Explain the difference between a "process-oriented" activity and a "product-oriented" activity. Provide one example of each from a classroom. 
(20)
Q.2.
What are the five essentials of meaningful play? Describe each essential with a brief example from a child's play episode. 
(20)
Q.3.
Differentiate between indoor play and outdoor play. List two distinctive benefits of each environment for young children's development. 
(20)
Q.4.
Describe the three types of learning environments (physical, social, and temporal) in ECCE. Why is a long, uninterrupted block of time important for play? 
(20)
Q.5.
Explain the main ideas of Vygotsky's theory of play. What is the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) and how does play help children develop within this zone? 
(20)
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                Pass Marks: 40

Assignment No. 2

Q.1.
What is holistic development? Using an example of a child playing in the block corner, explain how play supports cognitive, social, emotional, language, and physical development simultaneously. 
(20)
Q.2.
Describe Parten's stages of social play (solitary, parallel, associative, and cooperative). For each stage, provide a typical age range and a brief example. 
(20)
Q.3.
What are the core characteristics of play? Explain how active engagement, intrinsic motivation, and the process-oriented nature of play make it a powerful vehicle for learning. 
(20)
Q.4.
Explain the difference between free play and guided play. Provide one example of each and describe the adult's role in both types of play. 
(20)
Q.5.
What is dramatic play? Describe the three key elements of dramatic play (imitation, imagination, and social scripts). What do children learn through this type of play? 
(20)
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