ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD

(Department of History)

Course: Historiography (5679)
                                                   Semester: Spring, 2026
Level: M.A History
Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, B.Ed. MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guide or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. However, the students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MB.

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded at LMS.

Total Marks: 100
                                                                                        Pass Marks: 40
ASSIGNMENT No. 1
(Units: 1–4)
Q. No. 1. Give short Answers for the following questions.



            (20)
1. Define the epistemological nature of history.
2. Name two forms of history based on scope and scale.

3. Mention one primary source and one secondary source of history.

4. What is periodization, and why is it used in historical study?

5. Briefly explain the role of hermeneutics in historical interpretation.

Q. No. 2. Analyze the relationship between history and other forms of knowledge, such as literature, social sciences, and natural sciences, highlighting the debates about history as a science.
     







           (20)
Q. No. 3. Critically evaluate the classification of history (world, national, regional, local) and discuss the significance of categorizing events and periodization in understanding the past. 









           (20)
Q. No. 4.  Examine the different types of historical sources (primary, secondary, and tertiary), explaining the methods of evaluation, internal criticism, and hermeneutics in assessing their reliability. 






           (20)
Q. No. 5. Discuss the various approaches and perspectives in historiography, analyzing their strengths, limitations, and relevance in modern historical research
           (20)
Total Marks: 100
                                                                                        Pass Marks: 40
ASSIGNMENT No. 2

(Units: 5–9)
Q. No. 1. Give short Answers for the following questions.



           (20)

1. What was the main impact of the Renaissance on historical writing?

2. Name one positivist historian and a key contribution to historiography.

3. Mention two historians of the Mughal period in South Asia.

4. Identify one Romanticist historian and a feature of Romantic historiography.

5. Who is considered the founder of the modern sociological approach to history, and why?

Q. No. 2.    Analyze the development of critical history during the Renaissance and Scientific Revolution, highlighting the roles of Descartes and Vico.  

           (20)
Q. No. 3.
Evaluate the influence of Enlightenment and Romanticism on historiography, discussing secularization, progress, and Hegelian dialectics with examples from Montesquieu, Voltaire, and Gibbon. 




           (20)
Q. No. 4.  
Discuss the impact of positivism, industrialization, and capitalism on historical thought, referencing Auguste Comte, Ranke, and Marx, and evaluate their strengths and limitations. 





           (20)
Q. No. 5.  
Examine the contributions of Muslim historians in South Asia and twentieth-century historians such as Toynbee, E.H. Carr, Foucault, and Edward Said, highlighting the evolution of historiographical perspectives over time.              (20)
WARNING


PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.


SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.
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