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	WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM THE AWARD OF A DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.


Course: Modern Grammatical Theory (5668)

Level: MA TEFL
Semester: Spring, 2026
Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guide or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded on the LMS.

8.
Students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB.

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Units 1-9)
Q.1
Discuss Chomsky’s contribution to modern linguistics. How did his theories challenge traditional views of grammar and change our understanding of language acquisition and linguistic knowledge? Support your answer with reference to at least three major Chomskian contributions.
(20)
Q.2
Examine the following sentences:
(2.5 × 4 = 10)
Those intelligent students from the university completed the difficult project successfully.

The young researcher presented a detailed report on language acquisition.

The little boy with the red bicycle ran quickly across the playground.
The experienced professor from the university explained the complex theory clearly.
a)
Divide the sentence into its constituent phrases.

b)
Identify the head of each phrase.

c)
Construct a phrase structure representation (tree diagram or labelled brackets).

d)
Explain the hierarchical relationships among the constituents.
Q.3
Discuss the evolution of Chomsky’s Transformational Generative Grammar from simple linear models to the Standard Theory. Why were earlier models considered inadequate, and how did concepts such as phrase structure rules, deep structure, and transformational rules overcome these limitations?
(10)
Q.4
Critically discuss the claim that all human languages share a common underlying design. How does Universal Grammar account for both linguistic universality and cross-linguistic variation?
(10)
Q.5
What is the Head Parameter? Discuss how head-first and head-last languages differ. Compare English with Urdu or another language of your choice using your own examples.
(10)
Q.6
Chomsky explains language acquisition using the model of scientific inquiry involving observation, hypothesis formation, and verification. Explain this process with reference to the “Martian scientist” thought experiment and discuss what it reveals about the nature of linguistic knowledge.
(10)
Q.7
Explain how the Principles and Parameters framework of Universal Grammar can account for both first language acquisition and second language learning.
(10)
Q.8
Critically examine the claim that all learners have access to Universal Grammar during second language acquisition. Discuss different theoretical positions on this issue.
(10)
Q.9
How has modern grammatical theory changed our understanding of language teaching? Discuss the strengths and limitations of applying Chomskyan ideas to the language classroom.
(10)
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 2

(Project)
The second assignment for this course is a project. For this, you are required to study a specific area within the field, conduct research, and prepare a report and presentations on your findings as per the given instructions. Make sure your report and presentation have been submitted to your tutor before the due date. The schedule/plan for the 2nd Assignment Presentation Workshop will be intimated by the tutor concerned or the Regional Director.

In total, the assignment is 100 marks: 40 marks for the written report/essay and 60 for the presentation; to pass both components, scoring 16 and 24 marks respectively in these is mandatory.
Your written report must:

· have a clear introduction, a coherent and well-aligned body section, and a relevant and clear conclusion;

· be written in clear, concise, and correct English; and

· be around 2000 to 3000 words in length. 

The written report will be evaluated in terms of originality, research procedures and processes, language use or correctness, and clarity of ideas; the presentation will be assessed based on content, communication skills, language accuracy and use, and presentation style.

Your tutor will assign any ONE of the following topics to different students during your classes.

Option 1
Conduct a comparative analysis of English and Urdu using the Principles and Parameters framework of Universal Grammar. Your study should investigate how two structurally different languages demonstrate both universal grammatical principles and language-specific parameter settings. Select a corpus of at least 30 to 40 naturally occurring examples from authentic sources such as newspapers, books, conversations, or educational materials. Your analysis should:

· Identify universal syntactic categories (e.g., Noun Phrases, Verb Phrases, and Prepositional / Postpositional Phrases) and analyze their phrase structure and hierarchical relationship across both languages.

· Examine the Head Parameter in both languages, noting if it is head-initial or head-final.

· Investigate the pro-drop and non-pro-drop parameter, explaining how subject omission differs across the two languages.

· Analyze word-order variation (e.g., SVO vs. SOV structures) and discuss how these differences relate to parameter settings.

· With reference to similarities and differences, discuss the implications of your findings for Universal Grammar, language acquisition, and English language teaching in the Pakistani context.
Option 2
Identify two parameter-based differences between English and a local language of your choice and then design a lesson plan or set of lesson plans based on that analysis. Afterwards, you must implement this lesson in a class and compare the effectiveness of the lesson with students who did not study using that method. Your report should include the following:
· Selection of two specific parameter settings that the learners seem to face difficulty in (e.g., head direction, pro-drop, word order). It can be a difference that you yourself identify or one you source from a book.
· A lesson plan or set of activities or plans targeting these difficulties.

· Discussion regarding implementation, obstacles, and results; data might be collected via tests, observations, or feedback.

· Evaluation of the effectiveness of the activity and its implications for the teaching of grammar. In case the results are not very encouraging, identify causes and suggest improvements for the future.
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