ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD

(Department of English Language & Applied Linguistics)

	WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM THE AWARD OF A DEGREE/CERTIFICATE IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.


Course: English for Specific Purposes (5667)
Level: MA TEFL
Semester: Spring, 2026
Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guide or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded on the LMS.

8.
Students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB.

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Units 1-9)
Q.1
English language courses are often designed for broad educational purposes, whereas ESP courses are designed with a particular end-use in mind. Discuss the distinguishing features of ESP and explain how learner needs shape the content, objectives, and methods of an ESP course. Illustrate your answer with examples.
(20)
Q.2
Compare the main types of ESP teaching in terms of their learner profiles, communicative needs, learning objectives, and course design. Why is this distinction important for ESP practitioners?
(10)

Q.3
Needs analysis is often described as the defining feature of ESP course design. Examine the role of needs analysis in an ESP teaching setting and discuss why it is considered essential to decisions about content, materials, and methodology.
(10)
Q.4
To what extent does the learning-centred approach represent an improvement over earlier models? Discuss the language-centred, skills-centred, and learning-centred approaches, and discuss how each approach attempts to overcome the shortcomings of its predecessor.
(10)
Q.5
Imagine you have completed a needs analysis and designed an ESP course, but no available textbook fully matches your requirements. What options are available to you for material design and evaluation, and what considerations would influence your decision-making? Explain with examples.
(10)
Q.6
Many ESP learners focus their attention on technical terms while overlooking other important aspects of vocabulary. Discuss the major categories of vocabulary found in specialized texts and ESP sources and evaluate the extent to which each contributes to successful comprehension and communication in ESP contexts.
(10)
Q.7
Many of the challenges faced by ESP teachers arise from the contexts in which they work rather than from language teaching itself. To what extent does successful ESP teaching depend on adaptability rather than language-teaching expertise? 
(10)
Q.8
Many of the difficulties encountered by ESP practitioners arise after training has been completed, and teachers begin working in real educational settings. Evaluate how effectively teacher preparation equips ESP practitioners for the practical realities of ESP teaching.
(10)
Q.9
Since ESP courses are created to satisfy identified learner needs, assessment and evaluation play a central role in judging their effectiveness. Discuss how these processes contribute to determining whether an ESP course has achieved its intended aims.
(10)
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 2

(Project)
The second assignment for this course is a project. For this, you are required to study a specific area within the field, conduct research, and prepare a report and presentations on your findings as per the given instructions. Make sure your report and presentation have been submitted to your tutor before the due date. The schedule/plan for the 2nd Assignment Presentation Workshop will be intimated by the tutor concerned or the Regional Director.

In total, the assignment is 100 marks: 40 marks for the written report/essay and 60 for the presentation; to pass both components, scoring 16 and 24 marks respectively in these is mandatory.
Your written report must:

1. have a clear introduction, a coherent and well-aligned body section, and a relevant and clear conclusion;

2. be written in clear, concise, and correct English; and

3. be around 2000 to 3000 words in length. 

The written report will be evaluated in terms of originality, research procedures and processes, language use or correctness, and clarity of ideas; the presentation will be assessed based on content, communication skills, language accuracy and use, and presentation style.

Your tutor will assign any ONE of the following topics to different students during your classes.

Option 1
Select an ESP textbook from a field of your choice (e.g., Business, Engineering, Medical, Aviation, Information Technology, Nursing, Tourism, etc.). Drawing on ESP principles discussed in the course, conduct a critical evaluation of the textbook and assess its suitability for its intended learners. Your report should include:

· Aims and objectives, field selected, and selection criteria
· Evaluation framework with sources, including the following:
· The intended learners and their target needs.

· The extent to which learner needs are addressed.

· Organization and coverage of language content.

· Treatment of language skills and communicative competence.

· Authenticity of texts, tasks, and learning activities.

· Treatment of technical and sub-technical vocabulary.

· Learning-centred features and learner engagement.

· Assessment and evaluation activities included in the textbook.

· Critical Analysis
· Major strengths of the textbook.

· Significant limitations or gaps.

· Areas where the material successfully reflects ESP principles.

· Areas where improvements may be required.

· Overall suitability for the intended learners.

· Conclusion and Recommendations

· Overall judgement regarding the effectiveness of the textbook.

· Recommendations for adaptation, supplementation, or revision.
Option 2

Design an ESP lesson for a specific group of learners within a field of your choice (e.g., Business, Engineering, Medical, Aviation, Information Technology, Nursing, Tourism, etc.) using the Learning-Centred Approach. Implement the lesson in a classroom setting and critically evaluate its effectiveness using ESP principles discussed in the course. Your report should include:
· Description of the learner group and learning context.

· Identification of target needs, learning needs, learner wants, and rationale for the lesson topic and objectives.

· Detailed lesson plan, including learning outcomes, teaching materials (with any modifications made), learning activities and tasks, assessment procedures.

· Brief description of how the lesson was conducted and challenges faced during implementation.

· Evaluation of your lesson, including an explanation of how the lesson reflects ESP principles, and where it falls short; a discussion of how target needs, learning needs, and learner wants influenced the lesson design; reflection on the strengths and limitations of the proposed lesson; and future suggestions and recommendations.
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