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Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments.
1. All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to their requirements.

2. Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3. Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study, guides or allied material.

4. Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5. Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6. Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7. Late assignments can’t be uploaded to LMS.

8. Students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB.

Total Marks: 100
              Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Units 1-5)
Q.1 (a)   
Define sociolinguistics and explain its scope. Discuss why the study of language in social context is important.   
(10)
        (b) 
Can the study of language be complete without considering society and culture? Discuss the relationship of sociolinguistics with sociology and other related disciplines, giving reasons for your answer.      
(10)
Q.2 (a) 
Two people speaking the “same” language often sound different. Explain how concepts like dialect, accent, and style account for this variation, and support your explanation with everyday examples.                    
 (10)
        (b) 
Why do we use different forms of language when talking to a doctor versus talking to friends? Discuss the role of register, jargon, and slang in these situations. Also, explain what happens when two languages mix to form pidgin and creole, and give any relevant example you know from Pakistan.    
(10)
Q.3 (a) 
Languages are not static. They change over time. What factors cause language change, and what helps a community maintain its language despite external pressure?           
 (10)
       (b) 
Sometimes a community gradually stops using its native language and shifts to another. Explain the processes of language shift, accommodation, desertion, and language death, and discuss why these processes occur.  
(10)
Q.4 (a) 
Bilingual speakers often switch between languages within a single conversation. Explain the different types of code-switching and why speakers do it, using examples where possible.  
(10)
       (b) 
What is the difference between code-mixing and language hybridization? Discuss why these practices are common in multilingual societies and how they affect communication. 
(10)

Q.5 (a) 
Does the language we speak shape the way we think? Explain the Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis and clarify the difference between linguistic relativity and linguistic determinism with examples. 
(10)
      
(b) 
How does the dominance of one language influence others globally? Discuss the idea of linguistic imperialism and its role in forming a global elite. Then describe the linguistic situation in Pakistan and the role of different languages in its education system.     
(10)
Total Marks: 100
                                                                     Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No. 2

(Units 6-9)
The second assignment is a project. You are required to study the relevant area, conduct

your research, and prepare a report on your findings as per given instructions. You will

have to submit one copy of the report to your tutor within the scheduled time period and

then present the report in the tutorials. This compulsory assignment carries 100 marks, 40

marks for the written report (assignment) and 60 marks for the presentation. You are required to

pass both these parts separately.

A few guidelines for the presentation and the written report:

i. The written report should have an introduction, body and conclusion. It should be

written in clear, concise and correct English.

ii. It should have 2000 to 3000 words.

iii. The presentation will be assessed and evaluated mainly in:

a) Contents of assignment/report

b) Communication skills

c) Language fluency

d) Presentation style

iv. You may use transparencies, charts or any other material to make your presentation

impressive.

You will prepare your project on ONE of the following topics. Your tutor will assign

different topics to different students during your classes.

1. Your   teacher   will   assign   you   an   English   short   story   (of   approximately   20-25

pages). Carefully read the story and analyze the text (considering various sentencestructures used by the writer) and complete the following step

The second assignment is a project. You are required to study the relevant area, conduct your research, and prepare a report on your findings as per the given instructions. You will have to submit one copy of the report to your tutor within the scheduled time. The written report should have an introduction, body, and conclusion. It should be written in clear, concise, and correct English. It should have 2000 to 3000 words. Your assignment will be evaluated in terms of originality of the research process (including selection of documentary), English language mechanics, and clarity of ideas.

You will prepare your project on any ONE of the following topics. Your tutor will assign different topics to different students during your classes.

Project Option 1: Regional Language Maintenance vs. Language Shift in Urban Families

Interview 10-15 urban families who speak a regional language at home. Ask about language use at home, with friends, and in school/work.

Analyze whether younger members are maintaining or shifting away from the regional language using Language Power as discussed in Unit 6. Link findings to Language and Educational Planning Unit 7 and discuss support for regional languages. Explain cognitive implications using Psycholinguistics Unit 8 and Language & Brain Unit 9.

OR

Project Option 2: Language Power and Medium of Instruction in Secondary Schools

VISIT any 2-3 secondary schools or colleges in your area and OBSERVE classroom language use. NOTE down instances where English, Urdu, and regional languages are used by teachers and students.  ENLIST these instances in your report and ANALYZE them using concepts of Language Power from Unit 6.

Identify which language holds prestige, which is stigmatized, and why.  Now, based on your observations, examine the Language and Educational Planning in these institutions as per Unit 7. Does the actual classroom practice match the official language policy? Discuss the gap between policy and practice.

Submit your findings in the form of a project report. Include the names of the institutions and the date of visit on the first page.

WARNING


1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM THE AWARD OF DEGREE /CERTIFICATE IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.


2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.
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