PAGE  

ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY

(Department of Business Administration)

International Relations
Code: 5018
Semester: Spring 2026
CHECKLIST
	1. 
	Assignment No. 1 



	2. 
	Assignment No. 2



	3. 
	Course Outline




Dr. M. Majid Mahmood Bagram



Course Coordinator

ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD

(Department of Business Administration)
	WARNING
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[image: image1.jpg]Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments.

(AD BS, BEd, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode)
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks but within a question,
the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2. Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements
of the question.

3. Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study

guide or allied material.

Hand written scanned assignments are not acceptable.

Upload you typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

Late assignments can’t be uploaded at LMS.

The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a

scanned copy of their hand written assignments (in PDF format) on

University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB.
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Semester: Spring 2026
Instructions:

(a) 
All written assignments must be well organized, presented in an easy-to-read format, and neat. If your handwriting is not legible, type or compose the written assignment. Moreover, pay particularly close attention to grammar, spelling, punctuation, and understandability. Communication is extremely important in this course. 

(b)
Documentation is likewise very important. Unsupported statements or opinions are worthless to the reader who desires to verify your findings. Complete and specific documentation is mandatory. Also, your references should be to primary sources, except in rare unusual situations. 

(c)
Quoting should be kept to an absolute minimum.

Guidelines for Doing Assignments:
We expect you to answer each question as per instructions in the assignment. You will find it useful to keep the following points in mind:

1. Planning: Read the assignments carefully, and go through the Units on which they are based. Make some points regarding each question and then rearrange them in a logical order.

2. Organization: Be a little selective and analytical before drawing up a rough outline of your answer. Give adequate attention to the question’s introduction and conclusion.

a) The answer is logical and coherent,

b) It has clear connections between sentences and paragraphs,

c) The presentation is correct in your own expression and style.
3. Presentation: Once you are satisfied with your answer, you can write down the final version for submission. It is mandatory to write all assignments neatly. If you desire so, you may underline the points you wish to emphasize. Make sure that the answer is within the stipulated word limit.

Wishing you all the best
ASSIGNMENT No. 1
Total Marks: 100






          Pass Marks: 50

Q.1 Realism remains the dominant theoretical framework in International Relations, built on the assumptions that states are the primary actors in an anarchic international system, that power is the ultimate currency of statecraft, and that survival and self-interest override moral considerations in foreign policy decision-making. Discuss the core principles of realist theory and critically evaluate whether realism adequately explains the behavior of states in the contemporary international system, where non-state actors, international institutions, economic interdependence, and transnational challenges such as climate change and pandemic disease increasingly shape international outcomes in ways that classical realism struggles to account for.                                                                                                         (20)
Q.2 The democratic peace theory, rooted in Kantian liberal thought, proposes that democratic states do not go to war with one another and that the spread of democracy therefore represents the most reliable pathway to durable international peace. Discuss the theoretical foundations of the democratic peace and critically evaluate whether the historical evidence supporting it is as robust as its proponents claim, what explanations liberal institutionalism offers for why democracies cooperate rather than conflict, and whether the promotion of democracy as a foreign policy instrument by powerful states is a genuine commitment to peace or an ideologically convenient justification for interventions driven by strategic and economic interests. 








           (20)
Q.3 Ethnic conflict, religious violence, and ideological confrontation have replaced interstate war as the dominant forms of armed conflict in the post-Cold War era, yet the international community has struggled repeatedly to prevent, manage, and resolve these conflicts despite the existence of the United Nations, international law, peacekeeping forces, and an increasingly elaborate architecture of human rights institutions. Discuss the primary theories explaining the causes of ethnic and religious conflict and critically evaluate whether existing international organizations and legal frameworks are structurally and politically equipped to address conflicts rooted in identity, historical grievance, and cultural difference or whether they remain instruments designed for a different era of interstate rivalry that are fundamentally ill-suited to the nature of contemporary conflict.                                          (20)
Q.4 The tension between state sovereignty and the international protection of human rights represents one of the most fundamental and unresolved dilemmas in contemporary international relations, as the principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of sovereign states directly conflicts with the growing international consensus that governments which commit or permit atrocities against their own populations forfeit the protection of sovereignty and become legitimate targets of international intervention. Discuss this tension between individual rights and sovereignty and critically evaluate whether the evolution of world order since 1990 has genuinely shifted the balance toward greater international accountability for human rights violations or whether powerful states continue to invoke sovereignty selectively to protect allies and strategic partners while intervening against weaker states when geopolitical interests make intervention convenient.                                                             (20)
Q.5 International development theory has oscillated between import substitution strategies that prioritize domestic industrialization behind protective barriers and export-led growth models that integrate developing economies into global markets, yet neither approach has produced consistently successful development outcomes across the diverse range of countries that have attempted them. Discuss the key lessons drawn from the development experiences of newly industrializing countries such as China, India, and the East Asian economies and critically evaluate whether the conditions that enabled these countries to achieve rapid industrialization and poverty reduction can be replicated by currently developing nations, or whether factors such as historical timing, geopolitical context, institutional quality, and the changed rules of the contemporary international trading system make their success stories fundamentally unrepeatable for latecomers to development.                                                (20)
Assignment No. 2

(Units 1–9)
Total Marks: 100
                                                                       Pass Marks: 50
ASSIGNMENT-2 & PRESENTATION
Guidelines
a) You are required to develop Assignment-2 as a written research paper of 7,000 to 8,000 words on one of the topics listed below. The topic must be selected based on the last digit of your roll number (e.g., if your roll number is D-3427185, you will select Topic No. 5). 

b) In addition to Assignment-2, you must also prepare a PowerPoint presentation on the same topic.

c) You are required to upload Assignment-2 and the presentation by the given deadline, before the final examination in accordance with the provided instructions.

Format for Assignment-2 & Presentation

a) Introduction to the Topic
Provide a comprehensive overview of the selected topic, including its background, relevance, and significance in the current academic or organizational context. Clearly define the research problem or objective.
b) Exploration of Key Subtopics
Identify and elaborate on the major sub-themes or components related to the main topic. This may include relevant theories, models, or dimensions that support a deeper understanding of the subject matter.
c) Practical Implications and Real-World Applications
Analyse how the topic applies in practical settings, with examples from real-world scenarios, organizational practices, or industry case studies. Highlight any observed trends or patterns.
d) Critical Review of Theoretical and Practical Perspectives
Conduct a critical review comparing theoretical frameworks with actual practices. Discuss discrepancies, similarities, and implications for researchers and practitioners.
e) SWOC (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Challenges) Analysis
Conduct a detailed SWOC analysis of a selected organization or case study, specifically in relation to the chosen topic. This should reflect internal capabilities and external environmental factors.
f) Conclusions and Actionable Recommendations
Summarize the key findings of the research. Provide well-grounded conclusions and suggest practical, evidence-based recommendations for academic, managerial, or policy-related purposes.
g) Annexures (if applicable)
Include supporting materials referenced in the main body of the research.

Topics for Practical Study

0. Select any two countries currently involved in a territorial dispute and investigate the historical origins of the dispute, what national, ethnic, or resource interests are at stake for each party, how the dispute has been managed or escalated over time, what role if any international organizations or third party mediators have played in attempting to resolve it, and what the prospects for peaceful resolution appear to be given the current political climate and the balance of power between the parties involved.
1. Visit a local university, think tank, or policy organization and investigate how globalization is understood and experienced differently by various segments of Pakistani society, finding out how economic integration with global markets has affected local industries, employment patterns, and cultural practices, whether globalization is viewed primarily as an opportunity or a threat by different stakeholders, and how Pakistan's foreign policy has attempted to manage the opportunities and vulnerabilities that deeper integration into the global economy creates.

2. Research the structure and functioning of NATO as an alliance and investigate how its original purpose of collective defense against Soviet expansion has evolved since the end of the Cold War, finding out what new strategic rationales have been developed to justify its continued existence and expansion, how the alliance manages disagreements among member states with divergent national interests, and what implications NATO's post-Cold War evolution has for realist theories of alliance formation which predict that alliances dissolve when the common threat that created them disappears.

3. Select any active United Nations peacekeeping operation and investigate what mandate the mission was given, what resources and personnel have been deployed, what the mission has achieved and where it has fallen short, what political constraints within the Security Council have limited its effectiveness, and what the mission's experience reveals about the gap between the ambitious peacekeeping role envisioned in the UN Charter and the political and operational realities that determine what peacekeeping forces can actually accomplish in complex conflict environments.

4. Visit any organization engaged in international trade such as an export company, trade association, or chamber of commerce and investigate how World Trade Organization rules and bilateral or regional trade agreements affect its business operations, finding out what protectionist measures it encounters in foreign markets, how it navigates the political dimensions of international trade, whether it believes current international trade regimes are fair to Pakistani exporters, and what changes to trade rules or enforcement mechanisms it believes would most improve Pakistan's position in the international trading system.

5. Research the European Union as a case study in regional integration and investigate how the vision of a united Europe translated into the institutional structures created by the Treaty of Rome, the Single European Act, and the Maastricht Treaty, what the practical benefits and political costs of monetary union have been for member states, how the EU has managed the tensions between deeper integration and the sovereignty concerns of member governments, and what lessons the European integration experience offers for other regions of the world including South Asia where regional cooperation remains far less developed despite comparable economic incentives.

6. Identify any major international environmental agreement such as the Paris Climate Agreement or the Convention on Biological Diversity and investigate how it was negotiated, what commitments member states have made and how these commitments are monitored and enforced, how the interests of developed and developing countries have conflicted during negotiations, whether Pakistan's commitments under the agreement are being met, and what the agreement's implementation record reveals about the capacity of international regimes to manage genuinely global environmental challenges when the costs of action fall unevenly across states with vastly different levels of development and historical responsibility for environmental damage.

7. Research the role of the International Monetary Fund in managing North-South debt relationships and investigate how IMF conditionality requirements have shaped the economic policies of borrowing countries, what specific structural adjustment conditions have been attached to IMF programs in Pakistan or other developing countries, how these conditions have affected economic growth, poverty levels, and social spending in recipient countries, whether IMF conditionality represents a legitimate exercise of financial governance or an illegitimate imposition of ideologically driven economic policies on vulnerable states with limited bargaining power in their negotiations with international financial institutions.

8. Select any country that has experienced genocide or mass atrocity crimes in recent decades and investigate how the international community responded, finding out what early warning signs were available before the violence escalated, why international intervention was delayed or prevented, what role the UN Security Council played and what political factors constrained its response, how international war crimes tribunals have subsequently addressed accountability for perpetrators, and what the case reveals about the practical limitations of the international human rights architecture when the political will of powerful states to act is absent or divided.

9. Investigate Pakistan's experience with foreign assistance by researching what types of bilateral and multilateral aid Pakistan has received over the past two decades, what political conditions or strategic relationships have shaped the pattern of foreign assistance flows, how aid has been distributed across different sectors such as military assistance, development programs, humanitarian relief, and budgetary support, whether foreign assistance has contributed to sustainable development outcomes or has created aid dependency and reinforced political relationships that serve donor interests more than recipient needs, and what Pakistan's experience suggests about the politics of foreign assistance and the gap between the development rhetoric and the strategic realities that drive aid allocation decisions by major donor countries.
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	Unit-1: 
 
	The Globalization of International Relations    
· Globalization, International Relations, and Daily Life   

· Core Principles   

· IR as a Field of Study   ▪ Actors and Influences   

· State Actors   

· Non-state Actors   

· Levels of Analysis   

· Globalization   

· Global Geography   

· The Evolving International System   

· The Two World Wars, 1900—1950   

· The Cold War, 1945—1990   

· The Post—Cold War Era, 1990—2012 

	Unit -2: 
	Realist Theories    

	
	·  
	Realism   

	
	·  
	Power   

	
	·  
	Defining Power   

	
	·  
	Estimating Power   

	
	·  
	Elements of Power   

	
	·  
	The International System   

	
	·  
	Anarchy and Sovereignty   

	
	·  
	Balance of Power   

	
	·  
	Great Powers and Middle Powers   

	
	·  
	Power Distribution   

	
	·  
	Hegemony   

	
	·  
	The Great Power System, 1500—2000   

	
	·  
	Alliances   

	
	·  
	Purposes of Alliances   

	
	· NATO   

	
	· Other Alliances   

	
	· Regional Alignments   

	
	· Strategy   

	
	· Statecraft   

	
	· Rationality in International Relations   

	 
	· The Prisoner’s Dilemma 

	Unit -3: 
	Liberal and Social Theories 
· The Waning of War   

· Liberal Theories   Kant and Peace

· Liberal Institutionalism   

· International Regimes   

· Collective Security   

· The Democratic Peace   

· Social Theories   

· Identities and Ideas Matter   

· Postmodernism

· Marxism   

· Peace Studies   

· Gender Theories   

· Why Gender Matters   

· The Masculinity of Realism   

· Gender in War and Peace   

· Women in IR   

· Difference Feminism versus Liberal Feminism?

· Postmodern Feminism   


	Unit -4: 
 
	International Conflict    
· The Wars of the World   

· Types of War   

· Theories of the Causes of War   

· Conflicts of Ideas   

· Nationalism   

· Ethnic Conflict   

· Genocide   

· Religious Conflict   

· Ideological Conflict  

· Conflicts of Interest   

· Territorial Disputes   

· Control of Governments   

· Economic Conflict   



	Unit -5: 
	International Organization, Law, and Human Rights   
· Roles of International Organizations   

· The United Nations 

· The UN System   

· The Security Council   

· Peacekeeping Forces   

· The Secretariat  

· The General Assembly   

· UN Programs   

· Autonomous Agencies   

· International Law   

· Sources of International Law   

· Enforcement of International Law

· The World Court 

· International Cases in National Courts   

· Law and Sovereignty   

· Laws of Diplomacy   

· Just War Doctrine   

· Human Rights   

· Individual Rights versus Sovereignty   

· Human Rights Institutions   

· War Crimes   

· The Evolution of World Order     


	Unit -6: 
 
	International Trade    
· Theories of Trade   

· Liberalism and Mercantilism   

· Comparative Advantage   

· Political Interference in Markets   

· Protectionism   

· Trade Regimes   

· The World Trade Organization   

· Bilateral and Regional Agreements   

· Cartels   

· Industries and Interest Groups   

· Enforcement of Trade Rules   

· Economic Globalization   

· The Evolving World Economy   

· Resistance to Trade  



	Unit -7: 
 
	International Integration  
· Globalization and Integration   

· Integration Theory   

· The European Union   

· The Vision of a United Europe   

· The Treaty of Rome   

· Structure of the European Union   

· The Single European Act   

· The Maastricht Treaty   

· Monetary Union   

· Expanding the European Union   

· The Lisbon Treaty   

· The Power of Information   

· Connecting the World   

· Information as a Tool of Governments   

· Information as a Tool against Governments   

· Telecommunications and Global Culture 

	Unit -8: 
	Environment and Population   
· Interdependence and the Environment  

· Sustainable Development   

· Managing the Environment 

· The Atmosphere   

· Biodiversity   

· Forests and Oceans   

· Pollution   

· Natural Resources   

· World Energy  

· Minerals   

· Water Disputes   

· Population   

· The Demographic Transition   

· Population Policies  

· Disease     

 


Unit -9:   International Development    
· The Newly Industrializing Countries   

· The Chinese Experience   

· India Takes Off   

· Other Experiments   

· Lessons   

· Import Substitution and Export-Led Growth   

· Concentrating Capital for Manufacturing   

· Corruption   

· North-South Capital Flows   

· Foreign Investment   

· North-South Debt   

· IMF Conditionality   

· The South in International Economic Regimes   

· Foreign Assistance   

· Patterns of Foreign Assistance   

· Types of Foreign Assistance  

· The Politics of Foreign Assistance   

· The Impact of Foreign Assistance 

Textbooks and Readings 
· International Relations, Latest Edition by 

HYPERLINK "http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22Joshua%20S.%20Goldstein%22?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=mode+matchall" \hJoshua S. Goldstein

HYPERLINK "http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22Joshua%20S.%20Goldstein%22?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=mode+matchall" \h,

HYPERLINK "http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22%20Jon%20C.%20Pevehouse%22?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=mode+matchall" \h 

HYPERLINK "http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22%20Jon%20C.%20Pevehouse%22?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=mode+matchall" \hJon C. Pevehouse

HYPERLINK "http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22%20Jon%20C.%20Pevehouse%22?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=mode+matchall" \h, Publisher: Pearson

HYPERLINK "http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22Pearson%22?Ntk=Publisher&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=mode+matchall" \h 
· Essentials of International Relations /Latest Edition by 

HYPERLINK "http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22Karen%20A.%20Mingst%22?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=mode+matchall" \hKaren A. Mingst

HYPERLINK "http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22Karen%20A.%20Mingst%22?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=mode+matchall" \h,

HYPERLINK "http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22%20Ivan%20M.%20Arreguin-Toft%22?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=mode+matchall" \h 

HYPERLINK "http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22%20Ivan%20M.%20Arreguin-Toft%22?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=mode+matchall" \hIvan M. Arreguin Toft

HYPERLINK "http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22%20Ivan%20M.%20Arreguin-Toft%22?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=mode+matchall" \h, Publisher: Norton, W. W. & Company, Inc

HYPERLINK "http://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22Norton,%20W.%20W.%20%26%20Company,%20Inc.%22?Ntk=Publisher&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=mode+matchall" \h. 
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