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COURSE OUTLINE
Sustainable Communities

Unit 1:
Conflicting Perceptions of Neighbor hood

1.1 Neighborhood and Community

1.2 Sustainable Development

1.3 The Death of the Neighborhood

1.4 Accidental Turns

Unit 2:
Environmental sustainability in villages and Localities


2.1
Historical Background

2.2
Locality-Based Forms in Modern Living


2.3
Think Globally, Act Locally

Unit 3:
Unsustainable Settlements

3.1
Unsustainable Land Use Trends


3.2
Environmental Impacts of Recent Planning Trends


3.3
Reversing Current Land Use and Environmental Trends

Unit 4:
The Neighborhood as Ecosystem

4.1
The Ecosystem Approach


4.2
Social Capital and Housing Mix


4.3
Access to Work and Services


4.4
Movement and the Public Realm

4.5
Local Resource Management


4.6
Functional Intergeneration

Unit 5:
Urban Form and Locality

5.1
Disposal versus Concentration


5.2
Location of Neighborhoods


5.3
Mixed-use Development


5.4
Local Densities

Unit 6:
Design of Neighborhoods
1) Traditional Concepts
2) Size and Identity of Neighborhoods

3) Social Identity and Home Zones

4) Open and Closed Neighborhoods

5) The Urban Continuum

6) Shaping Neighborhoods

7) The Open Spaces Network

Unit 7:
Community and Sustainability

7.1
Designs for Living, Introduction


7.2
Complexity and Sustainability


7.3
Development of Community


7.4
Community Governance and Democratic Renewal


7.5
Capacity Building through Community


7.6
Community Leadership

Unit 8:
Managing Resources Locally


8.1
Sustainable Energy Resources in Sustainable Communities


8.2
Environmental and Social Responsibilities


8.3
Sustainable Food Strategies from the Neighborhood


8.4
Planning for Non-Motorized and Motorized Transport Options


8.5
Managing Against Crime in Realities

Unit 9:
Towards Sustainable Communities

9.1
Community Decision Making 


9.2
Shifting Hearts and Minds


9.3
Reorientation of Planning System


9.4
Changing Government Policy
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Total Marks: 100                                                                            Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 1

Answer the following questions. All questions carry equal marks.
Q.1
Analyze the idea of the “death of the neighborhood” and discuss whether it represents decline or transformation in modern cities.
(20)

Q.2
Explain the historical development of sustainable practices in rural settlements and their relevance to modern planning.
(20)

Q.3
What are the key drivers of unsustainable land-use patterns and their socio-environmental consequences?
 (20)

Q.4
Critically examine the concept of a neighborhood as an ecosystem, integrating social, economic, and environmental dimensions.
(20)

Q.5
Evaluate the role of mobility, access to services, and resource management in enhancing neighborhood sustainability.
(20)

Total Marks: 100                                                                            Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 2

Answer the following questions.
Q.1
Analyze how mixed-use development and local densities influence urban efficiency and community interaction.





      (20)

Q.2
Discuss the integration of traditional neighborhood design principles with contemporary urban planning approaches.
(20)

Q.3
Explain the effectiveness of local resource management strategies (energy, food, and transport) in sustainable communities.
(20)
Q.4
How do capacity building and community participation contribute to long-term sustainability? Explain with examples.
(20)

Q.5
Evaluate the need for policy reforms and planning system reorientation to support sustainable communities.
(20)
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