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	WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM AND/OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER/S FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT/S WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT/S BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER/S AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”


	Assignment Submission Schedule

	6 credit Hours
	Due Date
	3 credit hours
	Due date

	Assignment 1
	10-06-2026
	Assignment 1
	06-07-2026

	Assignment 2
	06-07-2026
	
	

	Assignment 3
	31-07-2026
	Assignment 2
	20-08-2026

	Assignment 4
	20-08-2026
	
	

	Note: Tutorial schedule (Rehnama-e-Tulba) will available on AIOU website: http://www.aiou.edu.pk


Course: Compulsory English II (Academic Reading and Writing)

Course Code: 1424/9408/5411
Semester: Spring, 2026
Level: BS/Graduation

Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (SSC, HSSC & BA Programmes)

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks but within a question the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the questions.

3.
Late submission of assignments will not be accepted.

4.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

5.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guide of allied material.

Total Marks: 100
         Pass Marks: 40/50
ASSIGNMENT-1

(UNITS 1-4)

Q.1
In Unit 1 of your textbook, you have learnt about formal and informal writing. Given below are sentences with informal words. Circle the informal word/s and rewrite the sentence in formal style. 
                          (10)
i. They bought an awesome house around the corner. 

ii. There were lots of people at the museum. 

iii. Sara ain’t going to tell anyone. 

iv. Oscar started freaking out about the test. 

v. When the cops arrived, the crook ran outside. 

vi. He checked his cell for any messages. 

vii. The family chilled by the pool all afternoon.

viii. She bought a bunch of stuff at the mall.

ix. Hi, you alright?

x. I dunno why.

Q.2 
In Unit 2 of your textbook, you have learnt about the use of Sequence Markers. Narrate the story of your first visit to a zoo using the sequence markers given in the boxes below. 
(10)
	First
	Second
	Next
	Then
	Afterwards

	Followed by
	Soon after
	Meanwhile
	In the end
	Lastly


Q.3 
In Unit 3, you have learnt about “Classification”. Classification is a technique in which a writer arranges or categorizes people, places, objects, and ideas into classes or groups. Given below is a list of nouns. Classify them as common, proper, abstract and collective nouns. 
(10)

	army
	sugar
	stars
	moon
	love
	Ali
	football
	major
	angry
	chairs

	cattle
	mosque
	students
	phone
	address
	Peshawar
	pen
	water
	pillow
	mathematics


Q.4 
Read the short essay given below carefully and then answer the questions given below (in your own words).    
(15)

	Humans, unlike many other animals, are omnivores. We require both vegetable matter and meat to be fully healthy (although some humans manage to survive reasonably healthily whilst consuming no animal products at all, finding their protein mainly in nuts and seeds). To carry out its many complicated functions, the human body requires different chemicals and substances. All of the nutrition we take in can be put in one of seven categories. These are: carbohydrates, proteins, fiber, minerals, vitamins, fats and water. Carbohydrates provide the body with energy. Proteins allow the body to repair itself and grow. Fiber aids the digestive system. Minerals and vitamins are required for many reasons. Deficiencies in any vitamin or mineral can lead to illnesses. Vitamins are essential for normal growth and development. Fats are often unnecessary, and many are bad for you. The body does not need to take in most fats, but the fatty acids omega-3 and omega-6 are necessary. The body is around 70% water. If water is not consumed, the body will dehydrate. The body loses water in excretion, sweating and breathing. It is advised that you should have a balanced diet, taking in food from each of the food groups in proportion. 



Questions:

i. What are omnivores?

ii. What does the human body require to carry out its functions?

iii. In how many categories can nutrition be divided into?

iv. What will happen if we don’t drink water?

v. What is the percentage of water in the human body?

Q.5
In Unit 4, you have learnt about the cause and Effect writing technique. In the sentences below, separate causes and effects. Follow the example.
(10)


Example: Her clothes were all wet because of the rain.



Cause: because



Effect: His clothes were all wet.

i. The cat jumped into the water to catch the fish.

ii. Smoking affected his health.

iii. His arm broke in the accident.

iv. Her father died because of cancer.

v. He was shivering due to fever.

Q.6
Write down two possible causes for each of the following effects. Follow the example. Read Unit 4 for further guidance. 
(15)

Example:Effect:

He failed the exam. Why?

Cause1: He was not feeling well during the exam.

Cause 2: He didn’t study hard.

i. Roads are blocked. Why?

ii. The number of children suffering from polio is decreasing. Why?

iii. He died last week. Why?

iv. His best friend left him. Why?

v. It is going to rain today. Why?

vi. His business is not giving any profit. Why?

vii. Aisha failed the interview. Why?

viii. I broke my cell phone. Why?
ix. I did not attend Sami’s phone call. Why?

x. The government has reduced oil prices. Why?

Q.7
Write down a Cause and Effect essay of around 250 words on the given topic. Read Unit 4 for learning how to write Cause and Effect essays.
(20)


Decline of Ethics in Pakistani Politics

Q.8
We are sure you have read how to skim a text in order to obtain the gist or general idea of the text. Read the text given below and answer the questions given at the end.
(10)

	Most of the time, when we see a dog wagging its tail, it is friendly and wants to be petted. However, this is not always true. A wagging tail only shows us that the dog is excited, not that it is happy. A tail that is high like a flag and wagging means that the dog is showing you that it is boss. You wouldn't want to pet that dog. A dog that is holding its tail down low and moving it in short wags may be afraid. A scared dog might try to protect itself from danger and it might think that you are danger. It is best not to try to pet this dog either. A dog whose tail is about halfway up, and wagging, is a dog that may be okay to pet. Make sure you check with the owner first to see if it is okay.


i. What is the article about?

ii. Who will be the possible readers of the article?

iii. Write down the gist of the article in two lines.

iv. Suggest a suitable title for the article.

v. What message did you get from it?

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40/50

ASSIGNMENT-II

(UNITS: 5-9)

Q.1
Unit 5 of your textbook deals with the comparison and Contrast writing technique. Construct compare/contrast sentences using the words given in the box. Follow the example. 
(10)

Example:      Fruits are sweet and juicy, unlike vegetables.


	Both
	Each
	Neither
	Nor
	But

	Whereas
	In contrast to
	As opposed to
	Likewise
	Similarly


Q.2
In Unit 5 of your textbook, you have learnt how to describe Similarities and Differences. Look at the two pictures and list five similarities and five differences between them. Follow the example.
(10)

Example: Difference: Car 1 is bigger than Car 2.

Similarity: Both car 1 and car 2 are beautiful.
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Q.3 
Unit 6 of your textbook taught you how to guess the meanings of unfamiliar words (in bold) from the context. Guess the meanings of the highlighted words/phrases in the following passages.  Follow the example.
(10)

Example: The surface of Africa consists mainly of plateaus or large flat areas.

Definition: large flat areas

i. When Sara was hiking, she accidentally walked through a patch of brambles, which are prickly vines and shrubs.

ii. Ahmed tripped over the ottoman in the living room. He then mumbled, “I wish people would not leave the footstool right in the middle of the room.”

iii. My new puppy, named Rex, is very frolicsome. Rex’s mother, however, is very serious and never seems to want to play.

iv. The supermarket manager complained, “why do we have such a plethora of boxes of cereals on the shelves? In contrast, we hardly have any pancakes.”

v. It was a sultry day. The day was very hot and humid. If you moved at all, you would break out in a sweat.

Q.4
In Unit 6 of your textbook, you have read about using prediction techniques. Look at the picture and Guess/predict what is going to happen next. The first one has been done for you.
(10)


Example: The bear is going to eat the sweets.
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Q.5 
In Unit 7 of your textbook, you have learnt about Implied Meaning and Making Inferences. Read the following sentences. What do you think is implied in each? What can you infer? Follow the example. 
(10)

Example:
Although he has a car, he walks to his office every day and is healthier than his colleagues.

Implied Meaning: He walks to his office to keep fit.
i. He got a job right after his first interview.
ii. After dining in that restaurant, I got an upset stomach.
iii. I had to clean my room twice yesterday.
iv. He went to the dentist for treatment.
v. After listening to his complaint, the neighbor apologized. 
Q.7 
In Units 7 and 8 of your textbook, you have learnt about Connotative and Denotative meanings. Read the lists of words given below. Each word has a different connotation but has the same denotation. Write two connotative meanings for each of the following words. Follow the example. 
(10)

Example:
Dog:
Faithful, Dangerous

	soldier
	needle
	revolutionary
	intelligent
	sharp

	clever
	chubby
	unusual
	rare
	flower


Q.8
Read the essay given below carefully and then answer the questions given below (in your own words). 
(10)

	Although not the longest river in America, the Rio Grande is one of the most important. But, unlike other significant rivers, it is not used for shipping. In fact, oceangoing ships cannot navigate the waters. No, what makes the Rio Grande so important is its location. Since 1846, it has been the official border of Texas and Mexico. 
The Rio Grande is either the fourth or fifth longest river system in North America. It all depends on how it is measured. Because the river twists so much, it occasionally changes course. And these course shifts can cause it to be longer or shorter. At its last official measure, the Rio Grande clocked in at 1,896 miles. The river starts in Colorado and extends downward to the Gulf of Mexico.  Downward is the best way of describing it, too. Not only does the river extend south, but it also starts in the mountains and gets lower and lower in elevation as it extends to the Gulf.  Its name is Spanish for the “Big River,” but the Rio Grande is actually known as the Rio Bravo in Mexico. “Bravo” translates as “furious,” so the name makes sense. Because of its twists and turns, it certainly does seem to be angrier than most rivers! 
The Rio Grande today is mostly used as a source of drinking water. Sadly, much of the water has been drained from the river. Parts of the river are almost dry! This is because people use more water from the river than the river can replenish from rain and other sources. Experts are working to correct this, though, with hopes of restoring the river to its past strength. Today, the river is important as a source of water for Texans and Mexicans. More importantly, it is a symbol of cooperation between the two nations. Though borders like the Rio Grande separate nations, they are also shared spaces. The Rio Grande is therefore a symbol of friendship and peace between the two peoples.


i. How long is the river Grande?

ii. According to the passage, why is the Rio Grande so important?

iii. Based on its use in paragraph 4, the word furious most mean?

iv. According to the passage, where are the Rio Grande endpoints?

v. How is the river Grande used today? 

Q.9 
What type of local events announcements or information can we find in a newspaper? Select five such events or announcements from the newspapers of December 2025 and include them in your assignment. Read Unit 9 for guidance.
(10)
Q.10 Write a newspaper article on any recent event (political, social, entertainment, sport, etc.). It should contain all the following elements. Follow the guidelines and format given in Unit 9. 
(20)
i. Headline

ii. Byline

iii. Lead Paragraph

iv. Who, What, When, Where, Why, How
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