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Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, MEd, MPhil and PhD)

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks but within a question the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the questions.

3.
Hand-written scanned assignments are not acceptable.

4.
Upload your typed assignments (in Word or PDF format) on or before the due date.

5.
Assignments can’t be uploaded on LMS after the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guides or allied material.

Total Marks: 100 






          Pass Marks: 40

Assignment No. 1

(Units 1-4)

Q.1. 
Postcolonial Theory explores how literature produced by the colonizing culture often distorts the realities of colonized peoples, while simultaneously embedding the inferiority of these people within its narratives. This distortion complicates the colonized people's efforts to articulate their own identity and reclaim their past in the face of its inevitable "otherness."

Critically analyze the key concepts of Postcolonial Theory as described in the above statement. Discuss how literature from both the colonizing and colonized cultures reflects these themes, focusing on the ways in which colonized peoples attempt to reclaim their identity and past. Use specific examples from literary works to support your argument and show how these texts engage with the postcolonial struggle for self-representation and historical reclamation.                                                                                    (20)        
Q.2. 
Louise Bennett is a renowned Jamaican poet whose work holds significant thematic importance in the context of Jamaican literature. Her poetry reflects the unique cultural, social, and linguistic landscape of Jamaica, often using the Jamaican dialect and exploration of themes related to identity, heritage, and the postcolonial experience.

Provide a comprehensive analysis of the thematic importance of Louise Bennett’s poetry. Discuss the key themes she explores in her works, such as cultural identity, social issues, and the complexities of postcolonial life. Compare and contrast her poetry with contemporary Jamaican poetry. How does Bennett’s approach to these themes differ from or align with that of current Jamaican poets?              
                   (20)
Q. 3
Edward Said examines the writings of French and British authors during the colonial period to reveal a set of prejudices about the colonized Orient. Elaborate.             (15)
Q.4. 
Critically examine the relationship between language, gender, and identity in the works of Louise Bennett. Focus on how Bennett’s use of the Jamaican dialect contributes to shaping and negotiating gender and identity in her poetry. Discuss how her treatment of gender roles both challenges and reinforces traditional perceptions of identity within the context of postcolonial Jamaican society, considering the ways in which her poetry reflects the complexities of cultural and personal identity.                   
 (15)
Q. 5
Critically review Wole Soyinka’s distinctive writing style, focusing on how he blends traditional Yoruba folk-drama with European dramatic forms to create both spectacle and penetrating satire. In your analysis, refer specifically to Mandela’s Earth and Other Poems, examining how Soyinka incorporates these elements in his poetry. Discuss the thematic significance of this fusion of dramatic traditions and its impact on the overall tone and message of the work, considering Soyinka’s use of language, imagery, and cultural references.                                                                                       
(15)
Q. 6.
Examine the development of the plot and the narrative style in Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart. In your analysis, discuss how Achebe structures the novel’s plot, highlighting key events that drive the story forward. Additionally, explore the narrative techniques Achebe employs, such as point of view and storytelling style, and consider how these elements contribute to the novel’s thematic exploration of colonialism, tradition, and identity.                                                                             
 (15)
Total Marks: 100 






          Pass Marks: 40
Assignment No. 2

(Units 5-9)

Q.1. 
Explain how Wole Soyinka’s play The Dance of the Forests functions as an allegory of Yoruba history and a commentary on the nature of human existence. Analyze the symbolic elements of the play and discuss how Soyinka uses the narrative to reflect on themes of tradition, change, and human nature within the context of Yoruba culture and broader existential concerns.                         
 (20)
Q.2
Highlight the main themes of Derek Walcott's The Dream on Monkey Mountain in light of the statement that the play is "a kind of dream within a dream" and reveals the desires of the people for freedom from the oppressive system of colonization. In your analysis, explore how the play reflects themes of colonialism, identity, freedom, and the psychological impact of colonization, considering the dream-like structure and the characters' yearning for liberation.  
(20) 

Q. 3
Compare and contrast the characters of Okonkwo and his father in Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart. In your analysis, examine how their differing values, actions, and life experiences shape their respective fates. Additionally, discuss the broader lessons the novel conveys to its readers, particularly in relation to issues of tradition, masculinity, and change within Igbo society. 
(15)
Q. 4
Elaborate on Edward Said’s analysis of the writings of French and British authors during the colonial period, focusing on how he reveals a set of prejudices about the colonized Orient. In your response, discuss how Said’s concept of Orientalism critiques the representation of the East in Western literature, examining how these prejudices shaped colonial discourse and the perception of the Orient during the colonial era.     
  (15)
Q.5
Discuss the themes of identity crises, nostalgic memories, and alienation in Rohinton Mistry's fictional universe, particularly in light of his work Tales from Feroz Shah Baag. In your analysis, explore how Mistry portrays these themes through his characters and narrative, and how they reflect the broader socio-cultural context of postcolonial India, especially in relation to the personal and collective struggles of the characters. 
          (15)
Q.6
Discuss the works of any two of your favourite Pakistani writers as representing features of postcolonial literature. Provide examples from their works to support your answer to the question.                                                                            
(15)
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