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WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM THE AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENTS BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN THE “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.
Course: Pragmatics (9071/ ENGL6003)
Level: BS English
Semester: Spring, 2025
Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, B.Ed., MA/MSc, M.Ed., (ODL. Mode).

1.  All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2. Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the questions.

3. Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guides, or allied material.

4. Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable.

5. Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6. Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7. Late assignments can't be uploaded to LMS.

8. The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB 

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50
ASSIGNMENT No. 1
Q.1  How can semantics and pragmatics be distinguished in terms of meaning representation? Discuss the role of syntax in semantics and social conventions in pragmatics, especially in how they relate to the interpretation of sentences.  
(20)
Q.2 
What is the role of context in pragmatics and how does it influence the interpretation of an utterance? Discuss how linguistic, situational and social context affect how the meaning of an expression is understood.                               
    (20)                                       
Q. 3 
 What is the difference between reference and sense and how do these two concepts interact in the understanding of meaning? Provide examples of how referential expressions like proper names or definite descriptions create specific references.
(20)                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Q.4
What is the difference between positive politeness and negative politeness, according to Politeness Theory? Provide examples from everyday conversations to illustrate how each strategy is used to mitigate potential threats to social face. 
(20)                                                                                                  
Q.5    How does Speech Act Theory address the concept of illocutionary force? Discuss how different types of illocutionary acts shape the meaning of an utterance and the speaker’s intentions.                                                                                         
    (20)                                                                                                                                                                                     
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50
ASSIGNMENT No. 2

(Units 5–9)

Q.1   
How do presuppositions and implicatures depend on context to be understood fully? Illustrate how statements are interpreted differently based on the context they occur in.     

(20)
Q.2
How does politeness theory account for power dynamics and social distance between speakers? Discuss how the use of honorifics, titles and formal language reflects these dynamics in different social contexts.                                          
 (20) 
Q.3  How do cultural differences in communication styles affect pragmatic competence in second language learners? Analyze how learners’ pragmatic transfer can lead to misunderstandings when they apply their native cultural norms to interactions in the target language.                                                                                             
(20)  
Q.4  What are the four maxims of Grice's Cooperative Principle and how do they function to ensure effective communication between speakers and listeners?   
(20)   
Q.5  How do indirect speech acts contribute to the maintenance of politeness in communication? Analyze how speakers use indirectness to avoid imposing on the listener or to express a request, apology or suggestion in a more socially acceptable way.


       (20)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
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