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WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM THE AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENTS BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN THE “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.

Course: Research Methodology (9078/ENGL5008)           Semester: Spring, 2025
Level: BS English 

Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, B.Ed., MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL. Mode).

1.  All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2. Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the questions.
3. Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guides, or allied material.

4. Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable.

5. Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6. Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7. Late assignments can't be uploaded at LMS.

8. The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB.

Total Marks: 100                                                                                              Pass Marks: 50
                                                                                                             
ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Units 1–5) 

Note: All the questions carry equal marks.
Q.1
(a) 
Explain the concept of "Research" and differentiate between Ontology and Epistemology. Additionally, describe the traits of a well-constructed research question.  

   (10)

(b) 
Differentiate between the aim and objectives of a research study. Write three concise and practical SMART objectives for a research study on the topic “The Impact of Social Media on Mental Health among University Students”.           (10)
Q.2
(a) 
Explain the differences between fundamental and applied research and provide examples of each. Compare and contrast pure and strategic research types.     
(10)

(b)  
Distinguish between quantitative and qualitative research approaches. Provide examples of each type and explain the characteristics of the Mixed Research Type.
(10)
Q.3
(a) 
Explain the significance of a literature review in conducting research. Using the six points of Bloom Taxonomy, analyze and interpret reviewed literature, and provide examples of how it can be applied in a research study.                        
(10)

(b)   
Using the MLA or APA citation and referencing styles, review literature on a topic of your choice. Ensure that your review is well-organized, using the five points of a good literature review. Provide in-text citations and a reference list in the chosen citation style.                                                                                      (10)
Q.4
Develop a research study to investigate how language learning strategies influence the academic performance of English language learners. Select an appropriate research design (e.g., survey, case study, experimental) and justify its relevance to the study. Outline the data collection methods and tools you would employ, such as surveys, interviews, or test scores, and describe how you would analyze the data. Additionally, examine the potential benefits and drawbacks of the chosen research design.       
 (20)
Q.5
Assess the appropriateness of various primary and secondary data sources for a research study on "The Impact of Social Media on the Language Use of Young Adults." Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using observational research, interviews, and questionnaires as data collection methods for this study. Include examples and illustrations to reinforce your analysis.                                                                    
(20)
Total Marks: 100                                                                                              Pass Marks: 50
                            

ASSIGNMENT No. 2
(Units 6–9) 

Note: All the questions carry equal marks.

Q.1
Define the concepts of sampling and population in research, also distinguish between qualitative and quantitative sampling strategies, with examples for each of them. Describe the steps involved in determining sample size and selecting a representative sample.             (20)
Q.2
Identify and explain the various types of variables, including independent, dependent, extraneous, moderating, and control variables. Discuss the process of transforming concepts into variables using indicators and highlight the significance of variables in research studies. Use examples from a hypothetical research project on "The Impact of Reading Habits on Academic Achievement" to clarify your explanation.                 (20)
Q.3
Formulate a research hypothesis for a study titled “The Impact of Multimedia Use on Vocabulary Acquisition among English Language Learners at the Matriculation Level.” Clearly differentiate between the research question and the hypothesis statement. Make sure your hypothesis follows the essential qualities of a well-constructed hypothesis. Moreover, identify the type of hypothesis (e.g., directional, non-directional, null) and justify its relevance to the study.                                                                               (20)
Q.4
Assess the appropriateness of various sampling methods (both probability and non-probability) for a linguistic study examining the language use patterns of Pakistani English language learners. Justify the selected sampling technique by outlining its advantages and drawbacks and explain how you would guarantee the sample's representativeness and generalizability.                                                               
  (20)
Q.5
Develop a research proposal for a study on “Exploring the Themes of Identity in Contemporary Pakistani English Literature”. The proposal should include:

(20)
· Chapter 1: Introduction (background, research question, objectives, significance)

· Chapter 2: A brief literature review (analytical and well-organized)

· Chapter 3: A description of the proposed research methodology

         Ensure that your proposal follows a logical structure, as well as the formatting and layout, are consistent throughout. Use proper citation and referencing styles.          
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