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All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks but within a question,
the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2. Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements
of the question.

3. Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study

guide or allied material.

Hand written scanned assignments are not acceptable.

Upload you typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

Late assignments can’t be uploaded at LMS.

The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a

scanned copy of their hand written assignments (in PDF format) on

University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB.
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WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING AN ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.

Course: Theoretical Approaches to Crime and Criminal Behavior (9605)
Level:   PGD
Semester: Autumn, 2025
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No. 1
(Units: 1–4)
Q. 1
Examine how industrialization and technological development have reshaped the landscape of criminal activity. In what ways have urban expansion, population density, and cross-border connectivity facilitated both traditional and emerging crimes? Provide examples from both national and global contexts.
(20)
Q. 2
Assess the central assumptions of classical criminology in light of modern social realities. Why might its focus on free will and rational choice be insufficient for explaining complex criminal patterns today? Identify how later theories sought to address these shortcomings.
(20)
Q. 3
Explain the principles of contemporary rational choice theory and its application in crime prevention strategies. How does this approach incorporate situational factors, perceived risks, and rewards? Evaluate its effectiveness in dealing with cybercrime and organized crime.
(20)

Q. 4
Compare Cesare Beccaria’s advocacy for proportionate punishment with Jeremy Bentham’s utilitarian approach. How did each thinker conceptualize deterrence, fairness, and the purpose of the criminal justice system? Highlight both philosophical and practical differences in their views.
(20)

Q. 5
Write concise but well-developed notes on the following:
(10+10)
i. 
Emerging trends and challenges in combating cybercrime in the 21st century
ii. 
Enduring contributions and limitations of classical criminology to modern criminological thought
ASSIGNMENT No. 2
(Units: 5–9)
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50
Q. 1
Critically discuss the principles of biological positivism in criminology. How have research findings on genetics, neurobiology, and biochemical factors influenced this perspective? Assess the extent to which biological explanations can be integrated with social theories of crime.
(20)
Q. 2
Examine the contributions of psychological positivism to understanding criminality. How do cognitive processes, personality traits, and mental health disorders factor into explanations of crime? Compare its practical implications with those of biological and sociological perspectives.
(20)

Q. 3
Analyze sociological positivism’s emphasis on environmental and structural factors. How do poverty, inequality, education, and social disorganization contribute to criminal behavior according to this school of thought? Discuss one key criticism of this perspective.
(20)

Q. 4
Evaluate the treatment of female criminality in positivist criminology. How have biological, psychological, and sociological explanations addressed gender differences in crime rates? Discuss major feminist critiques of these explanations.
(20)

Q. 5
Explain the core propositions of labeling theory and its challenge to conventional definitions of crime. How can labeling perpetuate a cycle of deviance, particularly among marginalized groups? Provide examples from juvenile justice systems to illustrate your points. 
(20)
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