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All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks but within a question,
the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2. Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements
of the question.

3. Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study

guide or allied material.

Hand written scanned assignments are not acceptable.

Upload you typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

Late assignments can’t be uploaded at LMS.

The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a

scanned copy of their hand written assignments (in PDF format) on

University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB.
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WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING AN ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.

Course: Social Stratification (9445)
Level:   BS
Semester: Autumn, 2025
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No. 1
(Units: 1–4)
Q. 1
Trace the historical development of social stratification from pre-industrial to modern societies. How have systems such as slavery, caste, estate, and class evolved over time? Discuss how historical contexts such as colonialism, industrialization, and globalization have influenced patterns of inequality. Use examples from both Western and South Asian societies, including Pakistan.
(20)
Q. 2
Critically examine the Conflict and Weberian approaches to social stratification. How does each theory explain the existence and persistence of inequality in society? Compare their strengths and limitations using examples from contemporary social class structures in Pakistan.
(20)
Q. 3
Beyond classical theories, explore modern theoretical perspectives on stratification such as feminist theory, postmodernism, and intersectionality. How do these frameworks deepen our understanding of stratification by including dimensions such as gender, race, ethnicity, and identity? Apply these theories to analyze emerging patterns of inequality in Pakistani urban and rural contexts.
(20)

Q. 4
Define social inequality and identify its key dimensions i.e. economic, educational, gender-based, health-related, and political. How does inequality manifest in Pakistani society, and what are its root causes?
(20)

Q. 5
Evaluate the role of public policies, institutional discrimination, and social norms in reproducing inequality. Suggest sociological strategies for reducing inequality and promoting social justice.
(20)
ASSIGNMENT No. 2
(Units: 5–9)
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50
Q. 1
Explain the concept of ascription in the context of social stratification. Why does ascribed status such as caste, ethnicity, gender, or family background continue to play a significant role in determining individuals' social position, especially in traditional and developing societies like Pakistan? Discuss how ascription interacts with modern values of meritocracy.
(20)
Q. 2
Discuss the various dimensions of gender inequality in contemporary society, such as access to education, employment opportunities, political representation, health care, and legal rights. How do structural, cultural, and institutional factors contribute to maintaining gender inequality in Pakistan? Support your analysis with relevant sociological theories and data.

(20)

Q. 3
Define social class and explain its significance as a system of stratification. How do sociologists classify social classes based on income, occupation, education, and lifestyle? Analyze the class structure of Pakistani society, including the role of the middle class, and discuss how class shapes opportunities, status, and life chances.
(20)

Q. 4
What is social mobility, and why is it important in stratified societies? Differentiate between horizontal and vertical mobility, and intergenerational and intragenerational mobility. Discuss the major barriers and facilitators of social mobility in Pakistan, such as education, gender norms, nepotism, and regional disparities.
(20)

Q. 5
Examine how socio-political structures, such as global capitalism, international institutions (IMF, WTO), and neo-colonialism, contribute to global inequalities between nations of the Global North and Global South. How do these structures influence poverty, development, and power relations in countries like Pakistan? Use relevant theories such as world-systems theory or dependency theory to support your answer.
(20)
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