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All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks but within a question,
the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2. Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements
of the question.

3. Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study

guide or allied material.

Hand written scanned assignments are not acceptable.

Upload you typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

Late assignments can’t be uploaded at LMS.

The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a

scanned copy of their hand written assignments (in PDF format) on

University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB.
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WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING AN ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.

Course: Social Change and Social Institutions (9444)
Level:   BS
Semester: Autumn, 2025
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No. 1
(Units: 10–13)
Q. 1
Critically analyze the relationship between technological innovation and patterns of social change. How have emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence, e-commerce, and mobile connectivity reshaped economic activities, employment patterns, and cultural interactions in Pakistan and worldwide? Provide examples from both developed and developing nations.
(20)
Q. 2
Mass communication is often referred to as the “mirror” and “shaper” of society. Discuss how mass communication influences public opinion, political campaigns, and cultural values in the digital age. How has the shift from print and broadcast media to online platforms transformed the speed, reach, and credibility of information?
(20)
Q. 3
Explain the concept of development with special emphasis on the distinction between economic growth and human development. How do governance, education, and healthcare systems contribute to sustainable development? Discuss the challenges that developing countries face in balancing economic priorities with social welfare.
(20)

Q. 4
Examine the links between social change and demographic transition. How do transformations in gender equality, literacy rates, urban migration, and cultural attitudes toward marriage and childbearing influence fertility rates and population growth? Discuss with reference to South Asian societies.
(20)

Q. 5
Write short but comprehensive notes on the following:
(10+10)


i. 
Modernization Theory — its main assumptions, strengths, and criticisms.


ii. 
World-Systems Theory — its explanation of global inequality and classification of countries into core, semi-periphery, and periphery
ASSIGNMENT No. 2
(Units: 14–18)
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50
Q. 1
Discuss the nature and significance of social institutions in maintaining societal stability. How do institutions such as family, religion, education, and politics work together to meet basic needs, preserve cultural norms, and adapt to social change?
(20)
Q. 2
Analyze the transformation of the family institution in Pakistan over recent decades. Consider factors such as urbanization, women’s workforce participation, migration, education, and media exposure. How have these changes affected family roles, marriage patterns, and intergenerational relationships?
(20)

Q. 3
Define religion as a social institution and discuss its role in shaping moral frameworks, fostering community identity, and guiding social behavior. How does religion serve as both a unifying force and a potential source of conflict within societies?
(20)

Q. 4
Evaluate the structure and functioning of educational institutions in Pakistan. How do issues such as curriculum quality, gender disparities, resource allocation, and the public-private divide affect educational outcomes? What reforms are needed to make education more equitable and relevant?
(20)

Q. 5
Compare and contrast the functionalist, conflict, and symbolic interactionist perspectives on political institutions. How does each theoretical lens explain the distribution of power, the role of governance, and citizen participation in political processes?
(20)
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