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All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks but within a question,
the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2. Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements
of the question.

3. Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study

guide or allied material.

Hand written scanned assignments are not acceptable.

Upload you typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

Late assignments can’t be uploaded at LMS.

The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a

scanned copy of their hand written assignments (in PDF format) on

University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB.
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WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.

Course: Postcolonial Literature (9075)
Semester: Autumn, 2025
Level: BS English

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50
ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Units: 1–4)
Q. 1
Explain the concept of colonialism and its historical significance. What political, social, and cultural events contributed to the emergence of postcolonial literature? In your response, define colonialism and its impact on colonized societies, and then discuss key global events—such as decolonization movements, world wars, and independence struggles—that gave rise to postcolonial voices in literature. Also consider how postcolonial literature addresses issues of identity, resistance, cultural hybridity, and the legacy of imperial rule.
(20)
Q. 2
What is the chief argument in Orientalism by Edward Said? How is orientalism viewed differently by the East and the West? Consult unit 2 of your book and internet sources to supply the answer.
(20)

Q. 3
Gayatri Spivak’s essay ‘Can the Subaltern Speak?’ highlights the systemic under-representation and silencing of ordinary Eastern women within dominant discourses of power and knowledge. What is meant by the concept of ‘subalternity’ in postcolonial theory? Discuss how Spivak addresses the challenges faced by subaltern groups, particularly women, in expressing their voices and agency. How does Spivak critique both colonial and Western intellectual frameworks for their role in maintaining subaltern silence?
(20)
Q. 4
(a)
Write a comprehensive note on the thematic importance of Bennett’s poetry. How do you differentiate Louis Bennett’s poetry from contemporary Jamaican and non-Jamaican poets? 
(15)

(b)
Select any one of Bennet’s poems and carry out its postcolonial analysis.  
(05)
Q. 5
Critically analyze Wole Soyinka’s distinctive style of writing as reflected in Mandela’s Earth and Other Poems. How do Soyinka’s use of language, imagery, and thematic concerns contribute to the overall impact of his poetry? Support your analysis with specific examples and citations from the poems, highlighting how his style addresses political struggle, cultural identity, and human resilience.
(20)
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50
ASSIGNMENT No. 2

(Units: 5–9)

Q. 1
(a)
Wole Soyinka skillfully incorporates elements of African theatre traditions in his play A Dance of the Forests. Discuss the unique features of the play that reflect African theatrical conventions, such as the use of ritual, symbolism, chorus, and performance style. Support your answer with specific examples from the play to highlight how Soyinka blends indigenous theatrical forms with modern drama to create a distinctive and culturally rich work.
(10)


(b)
The climax of the play “A Dance of Forests” occurs during the procession of spirits in the Dance of the Dead. What is the significance of this section of the play? What do the various spirits signify?
(10)
Q. 2
(a)
Two different trial scenes have been portrayed in the play “The Dream on Monkey Mountain” by Derek Walcott, which reflect the inherent tension in a post-colonial society. What is the symbolic significance of these courts?
(10)


(b)
“Journey” and “home” are two important motifs in the play “The Dream on Monkey Mountain” by Derek Walcott. Explain the significance of these themes in the play.
(10)
Q. 3
Refer to Unit 7 of your book. Based on your reading of the text and the analysis presented in the book, explain the symbolic significance of the novel “Things Fall Apart” by Chinua Achebe in your own words.
(20)
Q. 4
Canadian Stories in the Tales from Firozsha Baag gives a comparison between the new world of the West and the old world of the East. Discuss it with respect to any story from the collection.
(20)
Q. 5
Refer to Unit 9 of your book. Carry out a detailed comparison and contrast of the major themes explored in the works of Bapsi Sidhwa and Mohsin Hamid. How do both authors address issues such as identity, migration, cultural conflict, and social change in their narratives? In your response, examine the similarities and differences in their thematic concerns, narrative styles, and the socio-political contexts that shape their works.
(20)
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