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WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.
Course: Discourse Analysis (9067)
Semester: Autumn, 2025
Level: BS English

Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, B.Ed., MA/MSc, M.Ed., (ODL. Mode).

1.  All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2. Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the questions.

3. Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guides, or allied material.

4. Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable.

5. Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6. Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7. Late assignments can't be uploaded to LMS.

8. The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB 
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No. 1

Q.1  
Language not only “says things” but also “does things” and “constructs    identities.” Critically evaluate how discourse shapes fluid identities in multicultural societies, citing examples from contemporary media or political discourse.        (20)
Q.2   Cameron (2001) rejects the notion of infinite interpretations of texts, stressing the constraints of textual and contextual structures. To what extent can digital and multimodal texts challenge or reinforce her argument?             
(20)

Q.3  
Early theorists like Zellig Harris (1952) viewed discourse in terms of structure beyond the sentence, while later scholars like Fairclough emphasized its social orientation. Critically evaluate how these contrasting views still influence current practices of discourse analysis.                                                      
(20)
Q.4  The concepts of theme and rheme highlight how information is organized in discourse. How can the manipulation of theme and rheme structures be strategically used to foreground or suppress ideological positions in media texts?        
(20)
Q.5 
Pragmatics emphasizes meaning in context, while discourse analysis studies extended language use. How do the two fields complement each other in analyzing indirect speech acts such as irony, politeness strategies, or sarcasm in everyday interaction?   
                                                                           (20)
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50
ASSIGNMENT No. 2

Q.1  CA aims for objectivity by focusing on observable interactional practices, yet interpretation often requires cultural knowledge. How can analysts balance methodological rigour with the unavoidable influence of cultural and contextual interpretation?                                                                                               
  (20)
Q.2   Critics argue that CDA sometimes privileges the analyst’s interpretation over the text itself. To what extent is subjectivity unavoidable in CDA and how can analysts guard against bias while still making politically engaged critiques?          
    (20)

Q.3    Critics argue that feminist CDA may risk essentializing women’s experiences. How can analysts ensure that their work remains attentive to diversity and avoids reinforcing the very stereotypes it seeks to dismantle?                                
   (20)

Q.4   Literary discourse often allows multiple interpretations while legal discourse strives for precision and closure. Critically evaluate how these contrasting goals affect the construction of meaning and authority in each genre.                                   
  (20)
Q.5  Advertising discourse blends linguistic and semiotic resources to persuade audiences. How does multimodality complicate traditional approaches to discourse genre analysis?                                                                                              
   (20)
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