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Department of English 


 Course: Sociolinguistics (9061)
                                                         Semester: Autumn, 2025
 Level: BS (English)

Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments (AD, BS, B.Ed., MA/MSc, M.Ed.) (ODL Mode). 

1. All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to their requirements. 

2. Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question. 

3. Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guides, or allied material. 

4. Handwritten/scanned assignments are not acceptable.

5. Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6. Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated. 

7. Late assignments can’t be uploaded to LMS.

8. The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB.

Total Marks: 100                                                                               Pass Marks: 50


ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Units 1-5)
Q.1 
What is Sociolinguistics? Explain the key areas it explores, such as language variation, language and identity, and social factors affecting language use. 

(20)
Q.2 
Write short notes on the following with examples:                                              
  (4x5=20)

a) Register

b) Language Maintenance

c) Speech Community

d) Code-switching

Q.3 
What is Language and Identity? How do language choices reflect personal and group identity?    (20)
Q.4 
Discuss how language reflects cultural values. Does a shared language among individuals of different cultural backgrounds always result in shared understanding? Provide examples to support your argument.                                                                                                      (20)
Q.5   What sociocultural, economic (6), and political factors contribute to each process (6)? How do they impact language communities and linguistic diversity (8)?                      (6+6+8=20)
Total Marks: 100                                                                               Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No. 2

(Units 6-9)
Q.1 (a) 
What is language hegemony? Discuss its impact on linguistic diversity and minority languages.
        (b) 
Discuss the concept of politeness in sociolinguistics. Explain Brown and Levinson’s 
Politeness Theory and related strategies are used across cultures to maintain politeness.   

             
Provide examples to support your analysis. 
(10+10=20)
Q.2 
Discuss the relationship between language and power. How is language used to dominate or resist in society?                                                                                                 
(20)                                   

Q.3 
Explain the Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis. How does language shape perception and cultural reality?                                                                                                                                                                       (20)

Q.4  (a) 
Compare and contrast the Interactionist Theory of Language Acquisition with Vygotsky's Sociocultural Theory. Highlight their implications for language learning.                       
         (b) 
Explain the Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis. How does language shape perception and cultural    
reality?                                                                                                                          (10+10=20)                                   
Q.5 
(a) 
Discuss the interdisciplinary scope of sociolinguistics. How does sociolinguistics integrate methods and perspectives from other social sciences such as sociology, anthropology, psychology and education? Illustrate your answer with relevant examples.               
      
(b) 
What is code-mixing? How does code-mixing differ from code-switching, and what are its implications for identity, communication, and language learning? Support your answer with examples from spoken or digital communication.                             (10+10=20)
WARNING


1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM THE AWARD OF A DEGREE /CERTIFICATE IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.





2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN THE “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.
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