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	WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM THE AWARD OF DEGREE /CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2.  SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN THE “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.




Course: Phonetics and Phonology 9056                               Semester: Autumn, 2025  Level: BS English
Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, MEd) (ODL Mode).

1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guides or allied material.

4.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable. 

5.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded to LMS.

8.
The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on the University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5MP.

Total Marks: 100
      Pass Marks: 50
ASSIGNMENT No: 1
Q.1 Write down the distinctive features of the final consonantal sound in each of the following words: 
     (10)
Academic        Syntax     Worldly       Explanation           Threads
Q.2 Transcribe and write down the number of phonemes in each of the following words: 
(10)
Causes      Borders           Zenith        Pinnacle       Apex
Q.3 Transcribe and write down the CV templates for the following words, showing their syllabic boundaries: 
     (10)  
Suprasegmental      Amusement      Resourceful      Faithless         Accessible
Q.4:
Describe English ‘pure’ vowels with relevant examples. 
     (15)
Q.5:
Describe ‘juncture’ as a suprasegmental feature of English phonology and explain its possible functions in conversation.      
     (15)
Q.6:
Define ‘Articulatory Phonetics’ and describe the processes involved in describing speech sounds. 
    (15)
Q.7: Phonemically transcribe the following passage: 
     (25)
[Submit your hand-written transcription of this passage with your assignment]
Phonetic transcription is the visual representation of speech sounds using symbols, most commonly from the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA). It aims to represent how a word or phrase is pronounced, rather than how it is spelled. This differs from regular spelling, which can vary across languages and dialects, by providing a universal and systematic approach to capturing speech sounds. Phonetic transcription provides a standardized way to represent speech sounds, making it useful for language learning, translation, and linguistic analysis. The IPA uses a set of symbols to represent all the sounds found in human language, including consonants, vowels, and suprasegmental features like stress and intonation. Phonetic transcription helps bridge language barriers by providing a clear and accurate way to represent pronunciation. It's also valuable for understanding how different dialects and accents might vary. While related, phonetic transcription aims to capture all the details of pronunciation, including subtle variations, while phonemic transcription focuses on the significant sounds that differentiate words in a language. The Cambridge Dictionary uses the symbols of the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) to show pronunciation in writing. You can recognize these pronunciations by the slashes before and after the word you want to transcribe. You can also click on the icons to listen to the pronunciation in UK or US English. The symbols are sometimes similar to the letters used in English, but there are some important differences. To see how each symbol is pronounced, look at the list given at the beginning of the dictionary and listen to their pronunciations. This list shows UK and US pronunciations together so that you can compare them. Note that some sounds are found only in UK English or only in US English.

Total Marks: 100
      Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No: 2
(Project)
The second assignment is a project. You are required to study the relevant area, conduct your research, and prepare a report on your findings as per the given instructions. You will have to submit one copy of the report to your tutor within the scheduled time. The written report should have an introduction, body, and conclusion. It should be written in clear, concise, and correct English. It should have 2000 to 3000 words. Your assignment will be evaluated in terms of originality of research process (including selection of documentary), English language mechanics, and clarity of ideas.
You will prepare your project on any ONE of the following topics. Your tutor will assign different topics to different students during your classes.
Option No. 1:
Listen carefully to any recently released documentary (published by a standard channel such as BBC, National Geographic, or CNN) of three-hour duration and phonemically transcribe the documentary manually (by hand). You can repeat and rewind the documentary video in order to understand each and every word of your selected documentary.   
Now, based on this practice of understanding all words and phrases used in the documentary, answer the following question: 
Discuss the role of ‘phonemic transcription’ in fully comprehending the English audio text. How does transcription help in learning the pronunciation, meaning, and grammatical structure of words? Provide examples from your selected documentary to illustrate your points.
Submit your findings in the form of a project report. Don’t forget to mention your documentary and its website/link to it on the first page of your report.
-OR-
Option No. 2:
Listen carefully to any recently released documentary (published by a standard channel such as BBC, National Geographic, or CNN) of three-hour duration and phonemically transcribe the documentary manually (by hand). You can repeat and rewind the documentary video in order to understand each and every word of your selected documentary. Also, practice phonetically transcribing the first 10 pages of your text. 
Now, based on this practice of understanding all words and phrases used in the documentary, answer the following question: 

Discuss the difference between ‘phonemic’ and ‘phonetic’ transcription to fully comprehend the English audio text. How is the ‘phonetic’ transcription similar to and different from the ‘phonemic’ transcription? Provide examples from your selected documentary to illustrate your points.

Submit your findings in the form of a project report. Don’t forget to mention your documentary and its website/link to it on the first page of your report.
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