ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD
(Department of English)

WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.
Course: Pakistani Literature in English (6007)
Semester: Autumn, 2025
Level: BS English

Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, B.Ed., MA/MSc, M.Ed., (ODL. Mode).

1.  All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2. Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the questions.

3. Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guides, or allied material.

4. Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable.

5. Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6. Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7. Late assignments can't be uploaded to LMS.

8. The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB 
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No. 1

Q.1 
Trace the historical emergence of Pakistani writings in English from pre-Partition roots to contemporary global acclaim.                                                        
   (20)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Q.2 
Discuss how the Partition in Cracking India reshapes the boundaries between childhood imagination and political reality. In what ways does Lenny’s coming-of-age mirror the fragmentation of her nation?                                              
(20)                                                                                                              
Q.3 
In what ways does Nadeem Aslam’s novel suggest that ‘home’ is less a physical space and more an unstable idea shaped by memory, war and survival?      
(20)                                                                                            
Q.4  
 How does Mohsin Hamid’s unconventional use of the second-person voice in ‘How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia’ redefine the relationship between narrator, protagonist and reader?                                                                   
(20)                                                                                                                     
Q.5 
Does the protagonist’s suicide represent a personal failure or does it reflect a broader collapse of rigid gender roles within the society depicted in ‘The Bull and the She Devil’?                                                       
 (20)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 50

ASSIGNMENT No. 2

Q.1  
Examine how Shamsie employs family histories as microcosms of global events in ‘Burnt Shadows’. How does she blur the line between private memory and collective history?                                                                                                 (20)                                                                                                                
Q.2 
How does Ghose’s The Alien transform physical migration into a metaphor for inner estrangement? In what ways does the poem’s treatment of exile highlight the tension between belonging to a homeland and adapting to a foreign landscape? (20)
Q.3
Examine how ‘At the Lahore Karhai’ turns the communal act of eating into an act of cultural preservation. How does food function as memory, resistance and identity in diaspora?                                                                                              (20)                                                          
Q.4 
How does Taufiq Rafat’s integration of idioms and colloquial language reshape the boundaries between ‘local’ and ‘universal’ in poetry?                                  
     (20)                                 
Q.5 
To what extent does Ghose’s engagement with Orwell highlight the universal struggle of writers to balance integrity with the pressures of censorship, exile and political turbulence?                                                                                        
   (20)                                                                       
PAGE  
6

