ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD
(Department of History)

WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.
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Course: Decline of the Mughals in India (5678)
Semester: Autumn, 2025

Level: MA History

Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, BEd, MA/MSc, MEd, MPhil and PhD)
1.
All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks, but within a question, the marks are distributed according to their requirements.

2.
Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the question.

3.
Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable.

4.
Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

5.
Late assignments can’t be uploaded  to LMS.

6.
Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7.
Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guides, or allied materials.

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 1

(Units 1–4)
1. Many exceptional literary contributions emerged during the reigns of the Later Mughal rulers. Discuss the significance of these works with examples from various disciplines.







      (20)
2. Examine the political fragmentation and instability in India following Aurangzeb's death. How did these conditions pave the way for British dominance?               (20)
3. How did the Battle of Buxar (1764) consolidate British power after their earlier victory at Plassey? Discuss the connection and implications of both battles.      (20)
4. Analyse the territorial ambitions of the British East India Company during the 18th century. How did Indian regional powers react to this expansionist drive?









      (20)
5. Write concise notes on the following topics.
(i)  Competition between French and British trading companies in India
(ii)  Political emergence of the Sikh and Jat communities
            (10+ 10)
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40

ASSIGNMENT No. 2
(Units 5–9)
1. Identify the major causes and lasting consequences of Nadir Shah’s invasion of India in 1739. How did this event influence the Mughal Empire’s decline?
      (20)
2. Describe the Anglo-Mysore relations during the leadership of Haider Ali and Tipu Sultan. What led to British dominance in the end?



      (20)
3. How did Shah Waliullah integrate Sufi spirituality, Islamic scholarship, and intellectual reform in his movement? Elaborate with reference to his contributions.

      (20)    
4. The uprising of 1857 is interpreted in multiple ways by scholars. Present your perspective on whether it was a war of independence, a mutiny, or a regional rebellion.

                                                                                                  (20)
5. Write short notes on the following topics.                                                             (10+ 10)
(i) Four key reasons behind the weakening of the Mughal Empire

(ii) Objectives and nature of the Jihad Movement led by Sayyid Ahmad Barelvi
          






















