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WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENT(S) BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.
Course: Semantics & Discourse Analysis (5666) 
Semester: Autumn, 2025
Level: MA TEFL

Please read the following instructions for writing your assignments. (AD, BS, B.Ed., MA/MSc, M.Ed., (ODL. Mode).

1.  All questions are compulsory and carry equal marks but within a question, the marks are distributed according to its requirements.

2. Read the question carefully and then answer it according to the requirements of the questions.

3. Avoid irrelevant discussion/information and reproducing from books, study guides, or allied material.

4. Handwritten scanned assignments are not acceptable.

5. Upload your typed (in Word or PDF format) assignments on or before the due date.

6. Your own analysis and synthesis will be appreciated.

7. Late assignments can't be uploaded to LMS.

8. The students who attempt their assignments in Urdu/Arabic may upload a scanned copy of their handwritten assignments (in PDF format) on University LMS. The size of the file should not exceed 5 MB 
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40
ASSIGNMENT No. 1

Q.1
How would you differentiate between the semantic and pragmatic meaning of an utterance? Give suitable examples to explain your answer.
(10)
Q.2
How would you define the term ‘reference’? Explain the difference between ‘anaphoric’ and ‘cataphoric’ references with relevant examples.
(10)

Q.3
Discuss in detail Grice’s Cooperative  Principle? Which of its maxims do you think is the most commonly flouted in everyday conversations? Give suitable reasons to justify your answer.
(20)

Q.4
Discuss in detail the conventions of turn-taking. Do you think that an everyday conversation adheres to the conventional norms of turn-taking? 
 (15)
Q.5
Define and differentiate between the following:
(20)

          a)    Cohesion and coherence

b)    Illocutionary and perlocutionary speech acts

c)    Presupposition and implicature
          d)    Proposition and sentence
Q.6   What are the features of conversational openings and closings? Explain your answer with suitable examples.                                                                                         (10)

Q.7 Discuss the significance of discourse analysis in language teaching with special reference to communicative syllabus design.                                                      (15)
Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40
ASSIGNMENT No. 2
Assignment 2 is based on a research-oriented activity. You are required to study the relevant area/conduct research and prepare a brief report on your findings in the area given. You will then have to submit one copy of the report to the tutor within the scheduled period and, at the same time, present the report/project in one of the tutorials (the schedule/plan of the tutorials for the presentations will be intimated by the tutor concerned or the Regional Director). The compulsory presentation carries 100 marks, 40 marks for the written report and 60 for the presentations.
A few guidelines for the written report and the presentation:

a)
The written report should have an introduction, body and conclusion. It should be written in clear, concise and correct English.

b)
It should be 5-8 double-spaced typed/handwritten pages.
c)
The presentation is to be assessed and evaluated mainly on the basis of:

i.
Contents of the assignment/report


ii.
Communication skills


iii.
Language accuracy


iv.
Language fluency


v.
Presentation style

You may use transparencies, charts or any other relevant material for an impressive presentation with the permission of your tutor.

Attempt one of the following activities:
Select a suitable conversational exchange from the classroom discourse. You may audio/ video record it after seeking the informed consent from the participants. Transcribe the conversation and analyze it with respect to Sinclair’s categories of discourse in general and with particular reference to the five levels of classroom discourse he postulated. Present your findings and interpret them to draw inferences and conclusions.  
OR
Select suitable texts (two each) of the following genres of discourse. Analyze their discourse in detail, which may include linguistic as well as semiotic analysis. Compare and contrast their discursive features. Present your findings in a tutorial session/ presentation.
a) Advertising Discourse

b) Legal Discourse

c) Medical Discourse

d) Religious Discourse
PAGE  
2

